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'I‘he PRESIDENT took the Chmr at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT
STATISTICS.

Mon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, With rcference to the table of
production issued by the Government Stat-
istieian in the ‘‘Quarterly Abstract’’—for
what reason are the figures shown i the
columns headed ‘‘Pastoral and Total Pro-
duction’’ altered for the years 1919 to 1926,
inclusive, in the issue for March, 1928, as
compared with those issued previously? 2,
In view of the fact that production figures
are important for purposes of ecomparison,
will the Government endeavour to have
them brought to a closer date than two
years ago?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Owing to the large diserepancies between
the quantity of wool exported and the
quantity shown in the statistical returns,
as being produced throughout the Stafes
of the Commonwealth, it was decided by a
conference of statisticians to adjust the
figures as far back as possible in order to
make the production figures agree with the
exports. This aceounts for the adjustments
in the value of production shown under the
heading of * ‘Pastoral,’’ on Table 30, page
22 of the “Statistical Abstraet.” 2, The
fizures given in the above table do not refer
to a period of two years, but are brought
up to the 28th February, 1928, for ' Agri-
cultore’’; to 3lst December, 1927, for
‘*Pastoral,”’ ‘‘Mining,’’ and ‘‘Dairying,’’
ete.; and to 30th June, 1928, for “‘Forestry
and Fisheries’’ and ‘‘Manufacturing.’’ It
is ri_ot possible to give complete figures for
1928-29, for all forms of industry until
about the end of March next.

‘15
“LEAVE GF ABSENCE, Lok
) rLLR'- e of absence fm' six eonseoutive sat-
tings was granted to the 10]Io~\mg men-
bers:—

The Honorary Mlnlstur motion by the
Chietf Secretary on the ground of nl‘gent
pubhc business.

"Hon. Sir William Lathlain: wotion by
Hon. J. Nicholson on the ground of urgont
pnvate business,

* Hon. E: Rose: motion by Hon. J. Ewing
‘on the grownd of urgent private businesa.

!}(

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
" Sigth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

‘HON. @. W. MILES (North) [4.38]: One
of the most important things we have to
contend with in this State and in Aus-
tralia to-day is unemployment. Certsin
statements have been made by the Premier,
by Mr. Bruce, by Mr. Gullett and by Dr.
Earle Page regarding production. For the
benefit of the House I should like to read
an extract from what the Premier said on
that matter, as follows:~—

The increase in the area under crop and a
a reduction in the cost of production would
make the position to-day, with the lower price,
what it was two years ago with the higher
priee.

Rir James Mitchell:
a lower price this year.

Mr. Collier: No, but this was threatened.
It was difficult to say what was the camee of
the high cost of production.

Sir James Mitchell: Taxation.

Mr. Collier: That was a contributing cause.
The high tariff was the chief cause. The tariff
piled up year by vear and the primary pro-
flucer, unlike the manufacturer, was unable to
Jri8a it along. He hoped the Federal Parlia-
ment wonld not continwe to pile burdens on
the produeer throngh the Customs.

Wheat will not feteh

I agree with the PPremier in that statement.
Mr., Bruee has made similar statements,
and so also have Dr. Earle Page and Mr.
(Gullett. But they fail to carry ount the
views they express. The Premier himself
bhelieves that to be the main cause—and I
agree that it is the main eause—of unem-
ployment. Tt is all because of the high
tariff, the mad-brained poliey they have
gone on with in Australia, Tt is necessary
to have a tariff, for it is 1mpossible for us
to have free trade. But we have the Prime
Minister szaying this is an Australian
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poliey. [ say it is not an Australian polisy,
that it is a Melbourne and Sydney policy
and is not in the best interests of Auns-
tralia.

Hon. H. Seddon: Do you think freetrade
will put the position right?
 Hon. G. W, MILES: [ am not advoeat-
ing freetrade. 1 have made that clear. I
am in favour of a modified, a scientifie,
‘tariff. Mr. Bruce has said that there will
be no reduction in wages. 1 say Mr.
Bruce is talking with his tongue in his
cheek, There will be no redoetion of wages
until there is a rednection in the cost of
living. And the cost of living can be
brought down by a modification of the tariff.
When the cost of living comes down and
the Federal Arbitration Court is abolished,
we can have round table conferences be-
tween the employers and the employees,
who will there fix the rate of wages. But
eventually, wlhen we can huy as wuch for
135+ as we can now buy for 23s., wages
st come down fo enable the primary pro-
dueers to produce their commodilies to seil
on the world’s mackets at a profit. .\s Sir
Edward Wittenoom pointed out last week,
it is the high wages that canse unemploy-
ment. When the hasie wage was raised by
2+, the other day, T met on the steamar
cuming down the coast a gentleman who
lakes a great interest in the affairs of State,
He said it was a pity they had not made
the basic wage €6, that then there would
have heen no employment at all. The tariff
i+ the main cause of unemployment, Then
the Arbitration Conrt fixes wases on the
cost of living., 1 say the standard of living
in  Australia nced not bhe altered. The
<tandard of living ix « nite all rieht | will
point out presently that peaple de not ap-
preciate the conditions under which they
are living in Australia to-day. 1f these
costs come back, as they should do, the pri-
wary industries will get a chanre, I have
had the pleasure of telling Federal Minis-
ters to their faces that in my opinion some
of them should retire from office and let
us get a sane policy for Australia. The
Premier says the high tariff is the mnin
cause of unemployment. Yet he will turn
ronnd fo-morrow and support the Federal
Government and Mr. Senllin, whu are out
for a 100 per cent. tariff. I have told the
Federal Ministers that in my opinion they
shounld retire from office and let the higzh
tariffists have a go. They said, “Then we
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shall be out of the frying pan into the fire.”
I said, “The sooner the crisis eomes, the bet-
ter.’”" Had not the price of wheat recov-
ered itself recently we should have had

the same cerisis as they bhad in
Melbourne in the nineties. Jusy after
Mr. Pratten’s death I said to a

Afinister, “ 1 hope you will not appoint an-
other Pratten.” The Minister in question
defended Mr. Pratten and said be bad put
40 items on the free list. I asked how many
hundreds of items there were on which he
had inereased the tariff. 1 said he had killed
all the primary industries we had except
wheat and wool, and that if wheat and wool
went back in price the country would be on
the rocks as Vietoria was in the nineties. The
Commonwealth Government have just had
a deficit of 2% millions, and yet some of
the members of the Government have been
made Privy Councillors. These men are
sinking their own convictions in order to
retain oftice. That is what the Premier is
doing to-day.

Hon. A, Lovekin: I do not think that 13
fair,

Hon. G. W. MILES: I think it is fair,
The Premier says this is the main ecause
of unemployment, and then he supports a
party which wants to place 100 per cent.
tavifi upon us.

Hon. A, Lovekin: He cannot help him-
self.

Hon. G. W. MILES: He can.

Hen. A. Lovekin: You ought to be fair

Hon. G, W. MILES: I am fair. These
pentlemen vetain office and vet they know
this iz not the right poliey for Auastralia.
It is the eanse of our being in our present
positton. 1 have not heen in touel with
plices of wceneral commodities for many
veurs., bt last vear [ had the opportunity
to huy seme zoods for my boys who were
starting on the lund. XNotwithstanding the
mechanical aids now in nse on farms, it is
impossible to wet on without the horse. I
found that collar check was 5s. 6d. a yard
wholesale in Perth. 1 bought some last
week and found it had gone up to Gs. 3d.
a yard. T happen fto have kept some price
books that weve in use in Marble Bar 28
years agu. | looked through the hooks and
found that at that time in Marble Bar we
were retailing collar check at 2s. 6d. to 3s.
a vard, against 6s. 3d. wholesale in Perth
to-day, notwithstanding that Marble Bar is
one of the towns furthest from the centre
of Government in Western Australia. Fur-
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thermore, we were »elling boots 20 per cent.
cheaper than they are being sold in Perth
to~diy wholesale. We were selling socks at
25, a pair wherens they are s, 3d. whole-
sale in Perth to-day. The same ean be said
o foodstuffs, 1'riees have gome up in 25
vears to Lhe extent of between 50 and 130
per cent.  We gannot produce gold, tin,
copper, ashestos or pearl shell at a profit
to-day. In the North we have all these
mincrals, pear]l =hell, fish and so on, in-
dustries that cannnt be run at a pro-
tit,  This is how people in the budk
blocks are penalised: At Maud's Landing
and Shark Bay there are no declered ports,
und there is no Customs ofticer there. Not-
withstanding the taviff, it pays the producer
in that part of the State to import direct
irom the Old Country. Some time ago an
application was made to permit ecement and
piping to be landed theve, The residents com-
municated with the Customs authorities but
without avail. Then the Pastoralists’ Asso-
ciation approached the authorities, TUlti-
mately the member for the distriet (Mr.
Angelo) took the case in band, and sent
it on to me. I interviewed the Collector of
Custems, and after T had been with him
for five minutes 1 found that he counld do

nothing.  The taxpaver offered to pay
the expense of n  Customs othicer to
ro to these ports so that the stufl

mighl be landed there, but the Customs pen-
ple said this eould not be done. They were
evidently afraid that some Chinaman might
be smuggled ashore. All this would cost the
taxpayers concerned an extra £270). We have
put the matter in the hands of one of the
Federal members, who has written Mr. Gnl-
lett. Mr. Bruce talks abhout bringing dow:
the enst of production, and yet these are
some of the thines the producers have to
contend with.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It would have bheen
better if Western Australian cement had
heen purchased and sent up there.

Hon. 0. W. MILES: Nothing of the

sort.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Put the Federal Gov-
ernment ont of office,

Hon, ¢, W. MILES: The Prime Minister
said that the Australian policy of protee-
tion was based upon the belief that sneh a
poliexy tended to accelerate our development
and increase our national prosperity. Pro-
tection np to a certain point might do that,
He then went on to say:
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This poliey the people of Australia have
vndorsed on many oceasions, and it hag become
an integral part of the structure of our econ-
omie life, Because of its permancnce and ifs
profound bearing upon every material activity
of the Commonwealth, it is essential that from
time to time we should inquire inte the
metheds by which we are striving to apply
that poliey, in order that we may satisfy omr-
selves that it iv uehieving its objects. It is
not ehough for us to afirm confidently that
prutection is the only policy for Australia.
We should Ve intelligently and fully informed
as to every aspect of its operatior; we shonld
he alde to nesess its hencfits and its costs, not
in genern] torms, but with nll possible exacti-
tude,

The remarks T have just quoted T have
taken from the leading article in the “West
Australian” of the 19th July, when it was
commending Mr. Bruce for having ap-
pointed the Commission to inquire into the
effects of the tariff. The “Big Four” are
men with brains and business training. They
pointed out that we have gone mad on
protection. and that it was time we got back
te a scientific tariff.

Hon. J. Cornell: What is a scientifle
tariff ¢

Hon. G. W. MILES: It is one that docs
not cripple the primary industries for the
benefit of the secondary indmstries. Let
them both march hand in hand. The Com-
mission stated—

The subsidies to production through the
tariff are £36,000,000, which would average
all Tound £6 per head of population. But if the
£30,000,000 s distributed among States in pro-

portion te the quantity of protected industry
the amount per head-—-

This is what 1 partieularly want members
to bear in mind—
- —-will vary grently from State to State:—
Now Sonth Wales, £5 5s.; Vietorin, £7: South

Australia, €3 78.: Queensland, £8; Weatern
Australia, €3 6a.; Tasmania, £4; averape £6.

This report shows how the high tariff affects
the smaller States. Take the Queenslani
sugar industry, We are penalised to th:
extent of 24, a 1b. on sugar in order to keep
that industry going. Tt would be the bes!
thing for Austraslia if that industry wera
abolished. Most of the money is going to
Ttalians who are sending it back to Ttaly.
The -ugar companies are issming bonns
shares at the expense of Australia. That is
not the worst feature of the matter. T have
an article from an Eastern States paper
dealing with Trade in the Bast, and the
opportunity there is for Ausiralin to gmet
some of that teade. It points out that we
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should send our goods there, grade them,
and see that they are true to label. That
s, of course, necessary. We appointed a
Royal Commission to inquire into the meat
industry of Western Australia. I said to
two mtembers of that commission that the-
must not forzet one aspect of the industry
when making their report. One of the main
disabilities tnder which we are suffering in
the North is that there is no reeiprocity of
trade with the East. 1f people go along
that coast they will find within three or four
days’ sail 40 million people. Within a few
more days' sail of us there are 100,000,000
eoloured people. Our natural markets are
in the East. Until we have an Australian
and an Fwmpire policy we shall only be
strugeling on, instead of developing along

right lines.  Within ten years there
will be no market for onr surplus
sheep in the North. The owners will

have to cut the throats of and boil down
the sheep unless we get some reciproeity
of trade with the East. One member of thz
Meat Cnmmission says there is enly a limitel
market there. T do not blame him, although
he hax made a fortune ont of that market.
He has the space on the ships engaged. I
there is only # limited market it is becau:r
there is no veciprocity of trade with the
Jast, We grow rice arfificially in Aus-

tralin and put a tariff on that commodity.”

We had a tariff on sugar. The main dis-
ahility with sugar is that we are not able to
trade with our ncighbours as we should do.
If we were prepared to take some of their
sugar, rice and bananas there would he
reciprocity of trade. This dizability is one
reason why I should like to see our sugar
industry wiped out. The land now utilised
vrould be adapted in Queenxland for tha
growing of buiter, cheese and bacon. Every
thing is artifivial. T am a member of the
Executive of the Gold Mining Associstion,
three years ago we waited as a deputation on
the Federal Treasurer with reference to a
bonus on geold. This affects zoldfields mem-
hers more than it does others, but it
also affects the whole community of
Australia. The president of the asso-
ciation pnt up a case, and other mem-
hers also spoke. T was then asked if T
had anything te sav. I replied I had nothing
further to add except that I would anticipate
the Federal Treasurer’s reply. [ waid he
would reply that the matter would be ve-
ferred to the Prime Minister, who would say

[COUNCIL.}

that i was economically unsound, My re-
ply was that while Australin was being run
under an economienlly unsound policy, we
were entitled to a honus on gold just as was
given to any other industry. The whole
thing is a farec. 1t is absurd to think that
we cun ga on with a handful of people in
Australia and expeet to hold the eountry.
I agree that we should do everything pos-
sible to keep the race pure, but we will not
even trade with other people. We say by
the tariff we are not prepared to irade with
them, How are we going to finance this
epuntry! We must get men strong enough
to face the position. Notwithstanding Mr,
Lovekin’s interjection, I say Mr. Bruce and
Dr. Earle Page are not carrying ouf thz
Australian policy. Dr, Page in particular
knows, as does Mr. Bruce, that it is economi-
cally unsound to continue this mad-brained
tariff.

Hon. J. Cornell:
them out.

Hon, G. W. MILES: Yes. When the
crisis comes, people will say we need a
Mussolini to get the country out of its
trouble. Australia will reach the same posi-
tion as Jtaly reached. Mussolini could not
eontrol Italy nnless he had the people behind
him.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: And whom
would you have in place of the present ad-
ministration?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The people would
be educated and would know the reasons
why the Government went out. The publie
will be forced to see things as they are. If
wheat goes back in price again, we shall see
the same retrenchment in the State and
Commonwealth serviees as we saw in Mel-
hourne in the Nineties. (Governments wili
be forced to recognise that they must evolve
a sune policy for Australia. Tt ig the dufy
of the leaders to see that we have an Aus.
tralian and an Empire policy instead of a
Melbourne and a Sydney policy, which is
strangling everv primary industry in Awus-
tralia.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Do not vote for them
at the next election.

Hon, . W. MILES: If we paid every
man who is making matches in Australia his
<alary, and immport onr own matches, it
would be an economical proposition.
Take the case of the shevel maker. Mr.
Gregory bas said that if we were to pension
of! all our shovel makers and were allowed

We will have to put
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to import those artieles free, it would be
a sound and economical thing to do.
The position is that a man who wants to
start a secondary industry in Australia does
80 around about Melbourne or Sydney. His
case is put up and he shows how many peo-
ple it is his intention to employ. As Mr
Gregory pointed out only the other day, the
effect that the starting of industries in this
manner will have on the rest of Australia is
not considered at all. That is the position
in a nutshell, and I repeat that both the Pre-
mier of this Btate and the Prime Minister
and his Ministers nlso, should put their
heads together, drop all party polities and
squabbling, and endeavour to establish Aus-
tralia on a sound economie basis. In this
morning’s paper we find that the effect of
the Financial Agreement to which we agreed
a little while ago is to cut down our loan ex-
penditnre by a million pounds. JYnstead of
being able to borrow five millions for
developmental works that are so mecessary
in a State like Western Australia, we will be
permitted to borrow only four millions. We
sacrificed our credit for the benefit of ihe
Eastern States by aceepting the ¥inaneial
Agreement. So it was when we federated;
we put ourselves in the hands of people who
had no Austrelian or Empire vision, but
had a vision only for their own particular
State. I would like to show what effect the
existing condition of things has on our
primary industries. Let us tuke the wages
that are paid to-day. I do not deny for a
moment that every man i8 entitled to the full
value for the work he does; at the same
time I expect him to do a fair day's work
for the money he receives. Through the
tariff and the Arbitration Court lumpers’
wages for the handling of wheat amount to
3s. J12d. per hour, working eight hours a
day. With wheat at 4s. a bushel at the farm
~—and that would bave been the price if
there had not been the recent recovery—the
exchange value for the lumper’s day's work
wonld be approximately 615 bushels. At
to-day’s price, however, the quantity would
be 514 bushels. The man handling fruit gets
Js. 0%%d. per hour and in lis ease the ex-
change value would be approximately 2%
cases of fruit per day. The man handling
wool receives the same rate as the man
handling fruit, and with wool at 1s. 3d. a 1b.
the exchange value would be in his case 19
Ibs. of wool. That is the position at the
present time. I cannot understand all the
talk about economy of production when
things of this sort are brought about by the
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mad-brained schemes that we have in Awus-
tralia to-day. Some will tell ns that America
thrived on a high tariff; but America did
not start on anything like a high tariff until
she boasted of 50,000,000 people. A country
like Australia should have a moderate tariff
and should get her goods from the Old Coun-
try. We should also have some form of
reciprocity of trade with the Old Country.
There is a howl just now because the Labour
Government in England are talking about
doing away with preference. We give Eng-
land certein preference but we coald give the
0ld Country much greater preference and
cut ont a good deal of our frade with
foreign countries, and particularly Ameriea.
Ameriea has a tariff against all our com-
modities and yet we send millions of money
to America each year.
Hon. J. Nicholson: Forty-four millions.

Hon. G. W, MILES: Yes, as much as the
value of the whole of our harvest.

Hon. J. R. Brown: No, it is 33 millions.

Hon, G. W, MILES: Hon. members can
imagine what this means. Unfortunately, I
have only South Australian figures before
me in respect of that State’s trade with
Amertea, but T intend to quote them. There
are 100,000 motor vehicles in Sonth Aus-
tralia, and assuming that 73,000 of them
are running at a o=t of £2 a week, it
week is  sent

means that £150,000 =«
out of that State, mostly to America.
That represents no less an amount

than £7,800,000 a year, which is more than
the value of the whole of the wheat harvest
of Bouth Anstralia. T admit, of course, that
some of the motor vehicles are wsed for pur-
poses of development. But do the people
generally appreciate the position which is
the resnit of a high tariff and the standard
of living to-day? We find at the present
time that everyone wants to live in luxury,
that magnificent theatres and picture houses
are being built all over Australia. Years ago
a man would put his savings into a home:
to-day the average man mortgages his home
to buy a motor car, and let us not forget
that a motor vehiele depreciates 30 per cent.
as soon as it is taken out of the shop. We
find men earning £7 a week buying mofor
cars on the hire purchase system. They pay
so much down and £2 a week. Then there
are the running costs which amount to 25x,
a week. There is the house rent to pay,
which can he put down al 25s., totalling £4
10s., and so they are left with €2 10s, a weck
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with which to clothe, feed and edueate the
family.

Hon. J. R. Brown: And yet you say wages
are too high,

Hon. G. W. MILES: My desire is that a
man should be able to buy with 15s. what he
has to pay 23« for to-day. Perhaps the
reply to this will he, “Look at the money
that is in the Bavings Banks to-day.” My
answer is that the money in the Savings
Banks should be double what it is, and it
would be, too, if the workers were as thrifty
as they were in the old days. Tet me quote
a case that was mentioned to me not long
ago. To a worker who was going to his
home someone said, “That is a fine building
over there,” drawing his attention to a new
theatre. “Yes,” was the reply, “but if I had
my way there would be none of those built
in this conntry.” He added that he used to
take his wages to his wife but he found that
the family were spending what he earned in
getting elaborate costumes for themselves
and going te picture shows. He thought he
would put a check on their extravagance and
told them that he would pay the accounts.
He made the neeessary arrangements with
the local storekeeper, but to his surprise hia
wife got three dozen eggs on credit from the
shop, took them to ancther shop and sold
them. This was done to get some spending
silver for picture shows. We are certainly
living in 2 mad age and I am afraid people
do not appreciate the position we are in.
Money is being squandered in every direc-
tion. I want the working man to get a fair
deal all round, and I will always do my best
to help him in that direction.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Well, let him alone.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The hon. member
suys, “Let him alone.”  Let me e him
that there will be 10,000 men out of cwploy-
ment it we do not mend our wayvs. I have
pointed out that everv tine therc is an in-
crease m wayyes, there is less work.

Hon. J. R. Brown: I do nol agree with
that.

Hon. ¢. W, MILES: Of cowrse not;
neither does Mr, Kenneally, who speaking in
the Town Hall the other evening, said that
if the hours were shorter there wonld be move
work. That is absolutely wrong. The more
work there iz done, the more work there is
created., What T wish to empha-ise is that
these ave ihe rcondition< under which men
engaged in enltivatiitr the land are working
at the present time. They are going frow
daylight to dark. The other feilow is not
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<atisfied with 48 lours; he wants H, and
then he clameurs for 40,

Hon. J. . Brown: Less than that.

Hon, G. W. MILES: That is what the
hon. member would like. We had o Bill be-
lore us a couple of =essionz ago setting out
that the voal winers at Collie sheubl work
345 hours a week,  What was the position?
The voal winers =aid they were satisfied and
the owners declared they were satystied with
existing conditions.  Who pays for all these
things! The producer. The (overnment
impo=e hieher freights to let a section of the
community work perhaps H or 40 hours a
week instead of the usumal 48.

Hon. X, Tovekin:  And the railways do
not pay.

Hon, G. W. MILES: How can they pay
when such conditions exist? But I shall
have something to say about the railways a
little later on. Another matter that has been
brought under my notice is that if a man is
out of work, unless he is a finaneial member
of a union he eannot get employment.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Quite right, too.

Hon. G. W, MILLES: A case has been
Lrought nnder my notice where a married
man in the Wagin distriet tried to get em-
ployment and was asked whether he was a
unionist. We are told that the first prefer-
ence is to unionists, the next to married men,
and then to those who have been the longest
out of employment. Tt is a disgrace to thini
that a democratic community will tolerate
anything of that sort. T have pointed ont
the resson for nuemmnlovment and here we
have the Minister vesterday. in reply to a
question as to whether the Government would
give ws an opporinnity to amend the Work.
ers’ Compeusation Aet, saving that the infor-
wation that had heen publizhed by the insur-
anee comipanies was not corrert. In any ease
it ix the duty of the Government to give
Parllament an opportunity to discuss the
existing Workers’ Compensation Act.

Hon. F. H. Oray: For what purpose?

Houa, G0 WL MILES: Unless we do get
that opportunity. the result will be the end
of the Col'ier Government when the eleetions
take plave, heeause pennle will not further
submit 1o heing robhed as thev arve being
robhed under the existing Aet.

TMon, X, Lovekin:  We can pui up an
amendiment ourselves,

Hon. G. W, MTLES: Something will have
to bhe done to remedy the position,

Hon. E. H. Gray: What abont ealling a
conference of doctors?
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Hon. G. W. MILES: We do not waat to
give, a8 has been indicated, the opportmnity
{0 Southern Europeans to cut off their toes
and fingers for the purpose of robbing the
people of the State, and neither have we
any desire to permit unsernpulons doetors
to continue the practices they have resorted
to for some time past. Personally, I regret
that I went as far as [ did when the Bill was
before us a couple of years ago, and then
gave it my support, We made the Workers’
Compensation Aet too liberal altogether, and
it is the duty of the Goverument now to give
us the chanee to recousider the Act and par-
ticularly the second schedule. Notwithstand-
ing the reply of the Minister to Mr. Love-
kin’s question yesterday that the Govern-
ment did not consider the statements mnade
hy the insurance companies to be correct, I
cannot reconcile that answer with what has
been stated by the officer in charge of the
State department who admitted that he re-
ceived in premiums £100 to cover clearers
and paid out £358, and that he received £100
in premiums for municipal workers and thae
the liability in vespect of those was £135. In
view of those {acts and what has been dis-
closed by the insurance companies, the Gov-
ernment should in fairness to all men, women
and children in the State, give Parliament
an opportunily to agnin debate the Workers’
Cumpensation Aect.

Hon. J. K. Brown:
with it?

Hon. G. W. MILES: With regurd to the
reilway<, my opinion iz they should be run
on business lines. One of the lirst thines
would be to make a decenl contraet for
voal and sce that the von) miners do a fair
week’s work so thnt we could set enal at
i fair price.  The railwavs eounld then eco-
nomise and show a surplus instead of a de-
fieit.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The railways are get-
ting cheap coal now.

Hon. (. W. MILES: They eonld get the
eoal clieaper if' the men only did a fair
week’s work. No matter whal indmstry one
might represent, u man working only fixe
days & week canuot do as much as a man
who works six dayvs a week.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The Collie miners
are working under different conditions.

Hon. G. W. MILES: T grant that, but
the peaple who have fo foul the bill and
pay the extra charges are working from
daylight till dark,

What would voun do
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Hon. C. B, Williams: Are not you an
alvoente of contract labour?

Hon. G, W, MILES: Yes.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The coal miners
ave working under contract.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Then some alters-
tion of the system is needed.

Hon, E. H. Gray: The miners are paid
by results.

Hon, (. W, MILES: I have mentioned
the matter of mofor competition with the
railways to some of the heads of the de-
partment. Motors are all right in their
way, especially if they are Brifish rather
than foreign motors, but I consider they
should be used as feeders to the railways
and not in competition with the railways.
During the last year I have had oceasion
to travel up and down the country within
a hundred miles of Perth and T have been
impressed with the large quantity of petrol
heing sent into the country and the large
ynautity of wool being brought down to
the city on motor trucks. Both of these
are high-class freights and it would be ecou-
nomy for the Railway Department to lower
their freights and cut the motor competition
out. There are certain lines in the carri-
are of which motors eanuot compete with
the railways. Those lines include coal, tun-
her, wheat and super. [f coal were obtain-
able at a reasonable price, there would he
no need to raise any of the other railway
rates, but a reduetion in the freight
for petrol and wool would enable the
department to ent out the eompetition.
If the railways were a private concern,
there iz no doubt that the rates would he
lowered in order to compete with the metor
traltic. Not only are we losing those high-
class freights, hut the State has te find
money to keep the roads in order so that
the wotor traffic may compete with the rail-
ways. Rvery taxpaver has an interest in
the State railwavs. Yet we sit down and
no effort is made to enable the railways to
compete with motor tranzport. It has beea
said tn me by vailway men that to do as T
suggest would not be pood railway prac-
tize. Tf it is not good railway practice, it
ix sound commonsense and good business to
alter the methods so that the railways ean
sneeessfolly  compete,

Hen. ¥, H. Gray: The private vailways
in Great Brilain can compete.

HAon, G. W. MILES: But ours are State-
owned railways, of which the hon. member
is an advoeate, but though the railways are
owned hy the State we =it down and o
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nothing, a]low.ving"ﬁi('}'tbr transport to ecom-
pete successfully with them. It is neither
connuongense nor husinesslike to allow that
to ‘continue. L

_Hon, W. J. Maun: It is the taxpayer whu
s competing with the railways. -

Hon. G. W. MILES: The taxpayer?

Hon. W. J. Mamn: Yes,

Hon, G. W. MILES: Bat the people of
the State have to pay the extra taxation
occasioned by the competition of motor
transport.

Hon, C. B. Williams: On the part of
the few.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes. In addition,
88 I have stated, we have to provide monn
to keep the roads in order so that the com-
petition may continume, It would be sound
business to lower the high-class freights,
by adopting a zone syatem of a hundred or
a couple of hundred miles from the metro.
politan area, if necessary, to wipe out motor
competition.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Then you would have
a bigger defiecit on the railways.

Hon. G, W. MHLES; There would not b
a bigger deficit; there would be more freight
for the railways to carry. Consider also
the passenger service. No effort has been
made by the railways to compete with the
taxi competition on the Perth-Fremantle
Road. Instead of the depariment bringing
down their fares, the trains are run almost
empty. It would be better to have a train
carrying 100 people at a fare of 1s. than
20 people at a fare of 1s 6d.

Hon. E. H. (Gray: What ahout euttiny
out first-class earriages?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Do that if it i
desired, but economy has to be -effected.
There has heen talk of obtaining motor
coaches for our railways. With such
voaches a quick service every ten or fifteen
minutes und reduced fares would enable th-
Railway Department to compete with the
motors on the roads. Tt is idle for the
heads of the department to tell me that this
i# not good railway praetice. 1 cannot use
the langnage I should like to employ to
deseribe whet T think of that.

tion. J. B. Brown: Go outside and come
Laek again.

Hon. G, W, MILES: If the Minister
takes a note of nothing else T have said, T
should like him to jot down my opinion
that the most dangerous vehicle on the roa:l
is the push bicycle. Such vehicles should
carry a tajl light, which is more important
than a head light. Yet there has been n.
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prosecution of boys, girls or .men fo'r'lil;id-
ing push bicycles without a tajl jight. T
have had the experience of running down
a push cyelist, due to his earrying no’ tail
light and to my lLaving been almost blinded
by the dazzling lights of another car. Now,
when I am approaching another car I sloiv
down so much that it would be impossible
for me to overtake anyone who was walk-
ing ulong tbe road, The push cycles ar:
the most dangerous vehicles on the road.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Quite right,

Hon, G. W. MILES: They are supposed
to carry a red reflector, but in nine cases
out of ten the veflectors are not carried.
The regulation reflector, however, is
not large enongh, and. I think eve:i;i
push bike should earry a red ta
light, just as & motor bike or motor car has
to do. Soomer or later there will be a num-
ber of accidents due to the Trafic Depart-
ment’s failure to enforce even the regula-
tion that exists to-day.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They have prosecuted
quite a number of people for riding push
bikes without a light.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The great
faunlt is that you issue too mauny licenses
to people to drive.

Hon. G, W. MILES: I wish to indieate
how this State could be zrun on better lines
and how more employment could be pro-
vided if that were done. In the present
finnneial position of the State the work of
improving the foreshore near the Causeway
could very well he allowed to stand over
for another 20 venrs, In the Press the other
day we read that the man oceupying the
prominent position of manager of the Com-
monwealth Bank had advecated a bridge
across the Narrows at a cvost of a eouple
of hundrved thousand pounds. This, of
vourse, 1s not the funlt of the Goyernment,
hut there are other things for which the
Government are responsible. )

Hon. J. R. Brown: Living in South Perih
a8 vou do, vou ought to adveeate the build-
ing of that bridge.

Haon. i, W. MILES: The Giovernment
have undertaken tle reconditioning of the
Conning stock route right from Wiluna to
Hall’s ('reek, and that work is an absolute
waste of public money., I have inguired of
the members for Kimberley, Pilbara, Roe-
bourne and (Gnscovne, and not one of them
knows whn asked for that money to be ex-
pended. The lirst we heard of it was an
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annoupicement by the Minister for “WVorks
that the sfork route was to be récondi-
tioned at a cost of £10,000 or £12,000." That
is another wilful waste of public money. [
wish the Minister to take a note of this and
let the House and publiec know at whose re-
quest that expenditure has been incurred
and what the objeet of undertaking the
work is. [ say emphatieally that members
of the district through which the stock
route passes have never been consulted us
to whether the expenditure was necessary.
It is the duty of the Government before un-
dertaking the expenditure of public funds
to eonfer with the members for the dis-
trict and not to put in hand work of that
kind 4t the request of private citizens and
possibly for one or two individuala.

Hon. J. R. Brown: You have not a store
in that distriet?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Never mind whether
I have a store there or not; I shall tell the
hon. member something of the distriet in
which I have a store. Whereas formerly
we had one engineer in the North-West,
there are now three enginecrs, though we
now have only half the population we had
a few years ngo. The work was done equally
well with one engineer. It was the practice
to call for tenders for repairs or renova-
tions of jetties, buildings, ete., and one en-
gineer was able to cope with the work but
to-day there are three cogineers. I was
motoring at Port Hedland, and everyoue
who knows Hedland is aware that it is
sifunted on an island connected with the
maintand by a eauseway. Much to my sur-
prize 1 found that the solid limestone rock
—not a made limestone rvad—had been
Llasted out and a conerete way put in for
motor traffic. 1 was with the ex-chairman
of the Hedland road hoard at the time and
T iniuired of him, **Who asked Ffor this
conerete way?'" He replied. **The Main
Roads Board."” T said it was a wilful
waste of public money. I pointed out that
the Main Roads Board was dependent on
tunds paid by taxpavers of the Federal Gov-
ernment, that the State had to find some of
the money, and that the road hoards alse
had to tax themselves. Such money eonld
be more advantageously expended on pro-
viding crossings over the different creeks.
Out from Marble Bar the natural roads
are far hetter for motor transport than is
the Perth-York-road with all its corruga-
tions. In one place there is a stretch of
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‘#tintey ihere a road 20 Teet wide has been

formed for three miles, but™for 50-miles at
¢ither-end there is only a pnarrew track. On
that road one wonld not be likely to meat
one draveller per day. Even if a traveller
were- met the country is level envugh for
one vehicle to pull off the road, as people
up there do, and have a cup of tea together
or something- of the kind. | am quoting
these instances hecanse of the imsinuation
that -1 was eomplaining about expenditure
outside my own provinee. T am referving to
expenditure in iny district and where my
business is. It is proposed to put a bridge
across the Fortescue River at Roy Hilf,
whicl is about 400 miles inland. Two or
three engineers have been up there to maka
investigations and I suppose there is al-
ready a debit arainst the work of a few
hundred pounds., In that part there may
be a rainfall once a year or once in two
vears. Before the bridge will be of any use
it will be necessary to construct approaches
at either end, but it is possible to ford that
river on a hard bottom as the people have
been doing for the last 50 years.

Hon. W. [J. Mann: Do the loeal people
ask for those things?

Hon. (i, W. MILES: I do not know who
asked for them, but T maintain that it is
the duty of the Government to inguire into
those works nml inform themselves of what
is ooing on.  This is what happens, and I
think the hon. mnember should know: When-
ever a Minister goes to the North-West [
make it my business to go also, but this
year two or three of them have gone up
there, and .I have lieen unable to keep pace
with all of them. [ was there a few years
age when the road grant was under dis-
eussion and [ heard the Miuister for Works
tell the people that he had obtained the
money on an area as well as a population
hasis.  As a matter of faet all that the
Minister for Works did wes to assist the
Prime Minister (o et the grant on that
hasis in opposition to New South Wales and
Vietorin. The proposal was made by Mr.
Bruee. The Minister for Works said to the
local authorities, **There is & sum of £2,000
for cach road district. If yon do not spend
it this vear, vou will not he able to zet it
next year.”' Ho some of the road boards,
without fully considering the matter, ex-
pended the money regardless ot whether
the work was necessary,
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Hon, E. H. H, Hall: It was a case of hop
in and get your cut.

Hon. G, W. MILES: Yes. That is hap-
pening all over Australia, and that is what
i bringing the country inte the position
in which we find it to-day. I have pointed
out various oceasions wheu money was spent
at nobody’s request. The jetty at Roebourn-
was blown away some years ago, and the
Government have waited all this time with-
out supplying the necessary facilities. 1
understand they wow propose to start the
work some time before nexi Mareh. In fur-
ther reference to the money that is being
spent and squandered on the Port Hedland
conerete work, I may mention that the fore-
man happens {0 be a cousin of mine. I
oftered him a position. He is withount busi-
ness training, but a good straight man and
an honest worker. My terms were £400 a
year and an interest. He said, “T have not
been used to business; T will see Mr. Young.”
He is ygetting £8 a week with a couple of
wen under hiin, and he is told that he is to
be made a permanent man. I have told him
that anvthinz T can do to prevent his job
hecoming permanent will he done, That
man eould carn zood money at well sinking,
conerete work, making tanks, or counereting
troughs, things which wounld assist in the
development of the vountry and so make
work for the unemploved of to-day. If
money ix spent in developing the country as
it ought to he developed, that work wili
create other work.,  last night Mr. Wit-
tenoom aml Mr. Stewart referred to the
vpening up of eountry in the South hy the
Manjimup-Mt. Barker railway and the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line, If the woney
being spent on the foveshore and on he
Cannine stork route and other works that
are not reyuired were spent in opening up
the count y. the result would be ndditional
opportunities of employment, espeeially a«
during the last few vears it has heen dis-
covered that by fertili-ing and top-dressing
the enuntry and growiny clover there, mar-
nifieent pastures ean be established. In ad-
dition, there i the Brookton-Dale River line.
The country servedd by that was settled 80
years aro, or more than 80 vears age. An
Act authorising the railway was passed in
1923, T happen to have some special know-
ledme of the eountry in question, because [
bought a property there for my bhoys. One
of the reasons advanced in support of the
price asked for the property was that the
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railway had been authorised. Now we have
the Government talking about the 3,500
farms scheme. e should go very cauti-
ously before embarking on that scheme, es-
pecially in view of our experience with the
group settlement<. In the area proposed for
the 3,500 farms scheme we do not know what
the rainfall is, .35 Myr. Wittenoom said last
night, one cause of onemployment, addi-
tional to those I have mentioned. is that the
migrants mostly are not suitable for remain-
ing on the land when they have been put
there.
Hon. J. Cornell: That is not so.

Hop. G. W. MILES: I know it is so as
regards a percentage of them. Moreover, a
percentage of group settlers have left ‘the
groups, and must be absorbed. The class of
migrant coming to this country is not the
best type. How ean we expeet to get the
best type of man when we say, with open
arms, “Come out and we will finance you,
the 400,000 people of Western Australia will
linance you and put you on your feet’'?
Such a policy is wrong. It may be right to
a certain extent, but the Government would
have done mueh better if they had adopted
the scheme, put up Mr. Hedges some years
ago, of partially developing wheat areas by
clearing the land, making roads and feneing
properties, and then getting in men with
some small amount of eapital o that they
would have some equity in the properties.
That is & sound scheme. It was put up and
turned down—I do not say turned down by
the present Government, but still they eon
tinged the secheme of the previous Govern-
ment. A scheme was put up to introduce
nien with -ome money. A number of Brit-
ish army officers were being demobilised in
India, each of them with £2,000, and they
were anxious to come bere, We were told
thet they could go and grub trees. There is
a saying that finance is government and that
government is finance: but I would add that
if any private firm ran its business in the
same way a< the Government run the coun-
try, it would he insolvent within 12 months.
That remark applies not only to the present
Government but to previous Governments.
We have had business men, or supposed
business men, at the head of our affairs, and
they have allowed red-tape methods tn oo
on and statements to be issned covering up
departmental geeounts in such a wax that the
public could not understand the returns. In
conneetion with group settlement the Gov-
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ermuent horrowed wuney— some of if, 1 be-
lieve, at 1 per cent. DBy interjection I asked
what hecome. of the interest charged to the
group aettlers. Tt appears that the interest,
instead of beinge held in snspense, is hrought
in from vear to vear as revenue. JIm thal
way defiens are redneed, The deficits ought
to he inervased hy the (otal of interest <o
apphied. whatever it may be. When we sel
about writinz down the debits of the grou)
settlers, we shall have to write off abou*
£4,000,000. The proper way to carry ont
these transactions would be not to put that
money into revenue or credit it to revenue,
hat to hold it in suzpense. Tt would he a
diflerent thing if a bank was dealing with
a ¢lient who had <ome equity in the property.
Then the interest might be debited to his
sccount and taken into revenue. But to
debit a man owing £1,000 and having prac-
tically no assets with interest at 8 per cent.
and then to take that interest into revenue
would he absurd.

Hon. A, Lovekin: It is only taking bor-
rowed monev into revenue.

TTon. G, W. MILES:
what we have heen living on. The high cosc
of produetion is eaused by the tariff
ardl  the _Arbitration Court. We have
heen living on the surplus we get from
wheat and wool. To-day it is estimated
that the shortawe in the Australian wool elip
will mean 20 million sterling. That is one
of the reasons why the Federal Loan Coun-
eil sav that expenditure must be ent down
20 per vent. No wonder we eannot raise
monex for publie purposes if all Government
transaetions are carried on in the same way
az cronp scttlement.,  Fach Ministry has
done the same thing from time to time. Th=
svstem shonld he altered immediately. State-
ments of aceounts shonld be put before the
people in the same way as a company or a
private individual submits a halance sheet
and profit and less aecount tn  the
Commisstoner of Taxation. Another thing
1 wich to point owt is an anomaly that
has existed xinee the war. I have drawn
attention to it time and again, and T now
make another appeal to the Minister. 1
refer to the surchavre of 20 per eent. on
wharfage. s T have ~aid previously, the
people in the mefropolitan area and the
hinterland of Perth pay the wharfage only
once, bhut people who repurchase pgonds
from Perth, either for the north or for the
south, pay that wharfage out plus 20 per

Of rourse. That 1s
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cent. over agnin, and wlen goods sreach
their destination, they again pay - whari-
age, plus 20 per eent., making thre
payments in all. The way the country is
Leing run Ly the Governmeni, the bank-,
aud the insnrance companies is strangling
Western Australia. The anomaly to which
I have referred ean, however, be remedied.
It represents an utter injustice to the people
who are doing the developmental work of
Western Australia. I have pointed out this
disability In connection with cement and
other stuff delivered at Maud's Landinr.
It applies to every outport of the State, and
everybody behind the cutports as well pays
that taxation three times as compared with
the people of the metropolitan area, The
Government are running a eentralisation
policy for the benefit of ihe people in the
metropolitan nvea. [ entitely nmiee with
the argument advanced by my friends from
the South-East Province as regards opening
up the Albany harbour. I also agree with
them that lines should be constructed to give
that port the natural trade of its back eoun-
try. That should be done instead of spend-
ing money in the metropolitan area. The
same remarks apply to the port of Gerald-
ton, though a little is being done there. Still,
I went round the Geraldton harbour works
recently with a practical engineer, and he
said he would like to have the money that
was being wasted there.

Hen. J. Cornell: Why not include Esper-
ance?

Hon. G. W, MILES: 1 included Esper-
ance when [ said “all the outports.” The
Government, instead of going out into the
doubtful wheat areas, should develop the
Brookton, Cranbrook and Armadale areas,
where, as in my own case, settlera are carting
super 14 miles. Some of the settlers have
been there tor 70 or 80 years, and are cart-
ing 20 miles to-day. The land in question
has a regular rainfall of from 20 to 25 inches
per annum. My snggestion would also mean
the cutting down of railape for 1the farmers.
Those are directions in whiech money could
be expended instead of being devoted, as it
is at the present time, to unnecessary works
such as the causeway, ,the Canning stock
route, and so forth. FAnother point into
which I should like the Minister to inquire

s reference to the good ship “Kangaroo.”

41 have always opposed State trading con-

cerns, and among them the State Shipping
Service; and my contention is that the Gov-
ernment ghould sell their ships and subsidise
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a private shipping company, at the same
time fixing freights and fares. Then we
would not have the masters of ships dictating
to the Government as to when they will and
when they will not go inte a port. If they
are working for a private shipping firm,
they will do what they are told; the man at
the head of affairs will know what can be
done, and will see that it is done. We have
been told that the State Shipping Service
takes the place of the State railways so far
as the North is concerned, and that the Gov-
ernment are, out to assist the development of
the NorL@[he “Kangaroo” has been State
owned for years, but only during the last
year or so has she ever gone into Port Hed-
land. The argument advanced has been that
there is not sufficient room for her at Port
Hedland, that she is too long. But privately-
owned ships longer than the “Kangaroo”
have been trading there for a number of
years.

“Hon. E. H. Gray: Which ships are longer
than the “Kangaroo”?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The “Gascoyne” ix
about the same length. Eventually, however,
the *‘Kangarco” has been brought into Port
Hedland. It seems that the ecaptain has been
brought to book by a Labour member we
have now. The “Kangarco” had never been
into Port Hedlapd prior to the last 12
months or .?;n The ship was chartered
by the Shell *(il Company to bring petrol
from the Far East. 'The Government
charged un extra 2s. per case for the “Kan-
raroo” to go to Port Hedland to discharge
a consignment of 2,000 cases of petrol or
whatever the consignment represented. I
would like to ask the Government for an ex-
planation, If that is correct, T would like
to know why that extra charge was made?
Why shiould the people of the Pilbara dis-
trict be waude to pay that extra charge on
every cvase of petrol landed there?! This
charge was advanced by the company in ex-
planation of their having to charge the Port
Hedland residents more for their petrol than
the Beadon residents, seeing that the latter
did not have to pay the extra 2s. per case.
If the Government are sincere in their claims
that they desire to assist the people outhack
and to develop the North, they should see to
it that such anomalies are adjusted, and no
extra charge levied for going into Port Hed-
jand. Tt should be remembered that at inter-
vals good freights are available from Port
Hedlamd, sueh as the wonl that ix beinr
lifted now. Another point concerns the
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water supply at Port Hedland, The cirenm-
stances under which water is supplied to the
pearling luggers represents another anomaly.
At present it is necessary to eatel rain water,
because the local water is somewhat brackish.
There is some talk about water being brought
in from the Turner River, but nothing
definite is known about that yet. As it is,
they arc hauling water from Poonah and the
residents uve charged 1s. 6d. per 100 gallons.

Hon. . H. Gray: That is cheap.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Yes,

Hou, G. W. MILES: | bave bud to pay
2s. 6d. per gallon in other parts of the
State, so I suppose 1s. 6d. is relatively eheap.
On the other hand, a charge of 3s. is made
to the pearlers when the luggers come along-
side, and then on top of that they are
charged 35s. per hundred gallons for
their water supply. Why should there be
that difference? Surely it should be the
policy of the Government to develop the
pearling industry. Why should the pearlers
not be placed on the same fooling as the
local residents? ¥anecy asking the pearlers
to be taxed to the extent of 5s. for what
the resident of Port Hedland gets for 1s, 6a.
Another matter that I wish to bring under
the notice of the Minister is that there is
a boring plant in the North-West at pre-
seat. While it is in that part of the State,
I trust that an opportunity will be taken
to test the reefs at Marble Bar, Barton,
Yandicoogina, Warrawoona, Nullagine, and
the Conglomerates at depth. It is an
expensive matter to get such a plant
to that part of the State, and I hope the
Minister will do what he can to have these
reefs tested at depth while the opportumty
is there. Of course we realise that when
mining and other activities go down, the
population of centres affected decreases ae-
cordingiy, Throughout this State as mining
has declined, tbe population of mining
towns has gone down even to vanighing
point. The population of Marble Bar has
zone down, and the people did not complan
when, in the interests of economy, the wur-
den’s services were dispensed with, nor did
they complain when the doctor was removed.
Now the doctor at Port Hedland also acts
as warden and doctor for Marble Bar, and
the whole distriet. Under existing condi-
tions in the swmmer, the train runs
out from Port Hedlamd on Wednesday
and returns on Thuraday. This i« an
sbsurd arrangement, If the doector hus
ta attend fo patients and transaet court
work at all, it dees not mive him
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anything like sufficient time to carry out
bis duties, More than that, the loeal trades-
peaple have not sufficient time within which
to deal with their correspondence. If the
doctor reguires to stay longer than is pos-
sible if he ix to eatch the train back, he
15 forced to take a motor car or some other
conveyance in order to return to Port Hed-
land. That is false economy. The least the
Government eould do would bhe to allow
the train to run right through on the winter
time table—up on Wednesday and hack on
Frilay—which 1s the most satisfactory.
If that improved service is essential in the
winter months, it is certainly more import-
ant to have it during the summer season
when the rains fall in that part of the
State. During the summer meonths it would
be guite impossible for the doetor to g1
throngh to Marble Bar by motor car. While
on the question of taxing the people cat-
back from the standpoint of insurances, and
other imposts, I consider the insurance com-
panies shoald adopt a system of making the
people in the cilies pay rates & fraction
higher than at present and reduce the rates
in country districts. I think it is extortion-
ate to extract from 50s. to 90s. per cent.
from the country people, and I believe the
alteration could be brought about withou:
the insurance companies losing any money.
Under existing conditions the rates repre-
sent another tax upon the industries of the
gountry. In my own case, my small bum-
ness necessitates payments to the insurance
companies to such an extent that they holl
over £30,000 at the present time. That
money has to be added to the eost of pri-
duets and, of course, it has to go on to the
primary industries, which are penalised to
that extent. T appeal to those members who
have influence with the insurance companies
to see that the rates are reduced so that the
people in the hack country ean receive o
fair deal, T appeal, too, to the bankers ot
the State to give the ecountry residents =
fair deal as well. For instance, the rate o’
exchange on cheques from Perth to Albany
and Geraldton is 1s. per cent,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: T think it
is 6d, per cent.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The information [
bave is that it is 1s. per cent. T also tina
that the exchange to Kalgoorlie is 5s. por
ceént., to Meekatharra 7s. 6d. per cent.,, and
to Brogme 10s. per cent. Thank God, we
bhave not got a bank at Marble Bar now,
hnt when we did the rate of exchange there
was- £1 per cent.! I regard those mates

‘

165

as so much daylight robbery. It is the ducry
of the Associated Banks to revise those
rates. I should think they could fix a rate
of cxchange of 1s. 6d. to 2s. per cent.
for the whole State. Thus it will
be seen that the insuranee companies,
the bhanks and the Govermment all im-
pose additional charges on the veople
outback and, in my opinion, the pesition
should be adjusted. As it iz now, the peo-
ple outback are urged to produce, yet they
are burdened with all these various disabili-
ties. In the past, gold, tin, copper, asbestos,
pearl shell and many other forms of wealth
were produced in the North, but to-dav not
one of them can be recovered at a profit.
Even the pearling industry is strug-
gling along on the strength of a few pearls
that may be recovered now and again. There
is another matter vpon which I would like
some information. I hope the Minister will
tell us how the Government arrived at the
imaginary pleuro line between East Kim-
berler and West Kimberley. The positin
is that the West Kimberley people can
bring thelr cattle down to the Perth mar-
ket, whereas the growers in the East Kim-
herley distriet are required to sell their cat-
tle to the Wyndham Meat Works. The laf-
ter are unable to avail themselves of the
Perth markets and the good prices obtain-
ahle here.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Is it not
a watter of safeguarding agninsi tick?

Hon., G. W, MILES: No, the line, which
is purely an imaginary one, was drawn on
acconnt of pleuro, but that disease oe-
curs now as far west as Broome. Why can-
not the people in the East Kimberley dis-
trict send their cattle to the metropolitan
market in common with their fellow grow.
ers from West Kimberleyr? The former
have to accept £4 or £5 o head from the
Wyndham Meat Works, whereas the grower
in the West Kimberley district is able to
seenre €10 or £12 a head for his cattle. This
anomaly is a real injustice, and I cannot
imagine any reason why the pleuro line
should he maintained between the west sad
the east in the Kimberleys. It has been
pointed out to me that trainloads of cat-
tle are arriving at Kalgoorlie from Broken
Hill and that in the vears to come we will
draw our supplies from that part of the
State. It is predicted that railway communi.
cation hetween Broome and Camooweal will
enable us to draw supplies from the North-
ern Territorv and that when our southern
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system is linked up with the northern areas,
caftle will be brought down from the North
in good condition. Nome little time ago Sir
Sidney Nidmmn told me that in Avstralia we
knew all ubout the hindling of tat sheep, but
we did not know lhiow to handle fat stoek.
TTe t51d me that in Aweriea they trucked fat
stovk tor thousamis of mile~ and took them
out uf the trains and put them into pad-
dorks every 23 hours. 1o the Great Sontk-
ernt, where the ruinfall 1s most snitable, pas-
tures will he thoroughly established and then
the stock breeders will grow their stock in
the back couniry and hring them down south
for fattening purposes. That is what is done
in America and in the Argentine. I hope
something will be done to open up other
areas where pastures can be established. [
waould like to see the septic tanks removed
fram Burswood and sewage farns estab-
lished as in Melbowne and Adelaide, If
that were done, it would enahle us to derive
revenne from the farms, and cattle could he
pui on the pastures for fattening purposes
to ineet the requirements of the metropolitan
aren. In my opinion it would be an ecou-
omie¢ proposition. Tn eoneclusion T hope that
less assistance will be given to men without
experience or without capital. [ hope the
Government will consider carefully whether
they should go an with the 3,500 farmas
srheme, which certainly requires to he
handled with great eantion. We have onr
Cireat Southern districts that must he pro-
perly epened up with railways and other con-
veniences, and we have there an assured 20 to
A-ineh rainfall. 1 helieve the railways shonld
be constructed as to lead lo ports that ear.
devive Lhe {rade that should come to thein
naturally from the haelr countryv. T we
eut out the waste T have referred to, some-
thing will he done to restore a proper equili-
hrinm in our natione! affairs, ¥ hope the
Pramier, the Prime Minister and the Federal
T-rasnrer will aet tozether and devise a sound
and econnmi. paliey for Australia, combined
with works that will absorb the unemployed
and be of a reproductive nature,

HON. E. H. H. BALL (Central} [5.587:
Before addressing  myselt to the mntion,
I take the liherty to support those
speakers who have expressed their pleas-
ure at the manner in whirh you, Mr.
President, 1epresented Western  Australia
and this Chamber on the occasion of your
recent visit to the (4 Country. T appre-
eiate your acknowledgment of the efforts

AOUNCLL.

made by the early pioneers who arrived here
10} vears ggo, Members of this Chambir feel
gratified at the notice accopled yom Oy e
U'ress of Grest Bitain and T fell sure the
State will henelit from Lhe visits of wen =ueh
as vonrself, Mr, President, to Great 13ritaie.
1 may also be pardoned for a veferenve to ~4
announcement that appeared in the “West
Awnstralian”  vesterday regarding another
member of this Chamber, Mr. Manu. I cer-
tainly think he should he congratulated by
hi- felliwe members on the honour conferred
upon him by the Provineial Press \<socin-
tion. He has heen selevted to proceed to the
huh of onr Empire, there to represent a very
important section of the community. T feet
sure he will emulate yonr example, Sir, and
use overy opportunity for advertising the
undoubted resources of this vast State. Asa
comparativelv new member, T showld like
to eongratulate Mr. Miles on the ex-
cellent address with which he has favourel
us this afternoon. It is not, perhaps, the
hen, member's forte to indulge in great
orntorical flights of eloquence, but that he
has given us a sonnd practical commonsense
speech this afternoon, gained from his wide
experienve, will he the verdiet of every mem-
her of the House, To me the wmost hnportait
maotter in the Governor's Speech is that of
land settlement. It is through land settle-
ment that we look forward to the continued
prosperity and progress of our Htate. The
reterence is as follows:-—

Progress in laml settlement has been main-
tained during the yvear. A total of #,114 ap-
pHications for lund under Conditional Purchase
wus recvived, and 164 applications for pastoral.‘.
Ieas s, The applications approved for Coun-
ditional T'urchase purchases totalled 2,602 for
an sen of 2,616,762 aeres, and for pastoral

lenses 190 for an area of 14,777,802 aerew, The
mmher of new settlers was 1,433,

1 do not think we can be very murh gratified
with a report such as that. Why were 5o
tew applications approved ! Tn confirmation
of that report, 1 read in the “West Austra-
lian™ on the 30th July this paragraph—

M. Plilip Relly, who represents Darwin in
the Tremanian House of Agsembly, arrived in
I'erth vesterduy by the {irent Western express
on a visit to his hrother, Mr. .I. F. Kelly, of
Nogpgerup.,  Mr. Kelly, who was an Honorarr
Minister in the T.yons Government, represents
n mining and agriculturnl constituency. He
said that a great deal waa heard in Tasmania
ahout the development in agricultnre that was
taking place in Western Australia, and on the
train he travelled with several vonng men of
excellent type, who had come over to take up
land in this Btate. Tt seemed to him that the
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only drawback was that land was not made
available quickly enough by the Government.
Mr. Kelly is supported in that assumption
by this statement in the Governor’s Speech.
The officials of the Lands Departmenti are
doing their best to cope with the applica-
tions, notwithstanding which I am afraid
that something is wantling in the department
to expedite the handling of those appliea-
tions. The attention of the Government
should be drawn to the complaints being
made by holders of agrieultural land that
the values placed on those lands are alto-
gether too high.
Hon. V. Hamersiey: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H. H.L HALL: Many men &re
taxed on valuations which they eonsider al-
together too high. It is only human that
people should complain of taxatiom, but &s
proving that these complaints are genuine,
T have been assured by scores nf men out
developing properties that they are per-
fectly willing to sell, if the Government
can bring along others who will pay the
prices at which the properties are depart-
mentally valued. Here is another matter:
I with three others have put my life sav-
ings into 2 block of land 50 miles out from
Yuna, We took up this selection after it
had been forfeited by the previous owner.
It consists of 20,000 aecres. We took over in
May, 1927, and one month later, before we
had a chance of getting any returns what-
ever, we were hit up for £5 10s, 7d. each
in land tax, The same thing was repeated
in June, 1928. Incidentally [ cannot con-
gratulate the Taxation Department on the
colour of this departmental form. When a
steamer is in quarantine she flies the yel-
low flag, of which this form reminds us.
But this reecalls to me the fact that in ad-
dition to all that land tax, we were charged
£4 13s. 7d. each for vermin tax. 1 think
that matter deserves the attention of the
Government.

Hon. J. R. Brown: How long have you
been sleeping on the matter?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: As T have said we
took up the land in May, 1927, and in the
following month there was served upon each
of us a demand for £5 10s. 7d. land tax, It
is my duty on behalf of those I represent
to bring matters snch as this onder the
notice of the Government. We have not had
any possible chance whatever to get a re-
turn from this land before we are hit up
like this for land tax. Some consideratior
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should be shown to men who are willing $o
go away out far from any railway facilities,
We bave not asked the Government for one
penny; yet before we are able to get any
return whatever for our money, we are hit
up for land tax.

Hon. V. Hamersley: You were jolly lucky
te get the land, Are you all unionists§

Hon. £, H, H. HALL: Tuorning again to
tand settlement and the slow rate of pro-
gress we are making, as shown in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, 1 want to direet the at-
tention of the Government to another phase
of this question. I had not been in the
House long before three people from my
distriet approached me with a view to get-
ting the Government to compel people to
work the land they hold. I approached the
Minister for Lands and on the 17th July,
1928, I received this letter from the Minis-
ter bhimgelf:—

1 am in receipt of yours of the 11th iust.,
and the matter referred to therein will be the
subject of investigation.

Then on the 15th-April, 1929, T received this
communication from the Under-Secre-
tary:—

With further refereuce to your letters of
the 11th und 17th July last, to the Minister
for Lands, on the subject of holdings in the
names of - — and ——-,; I bave the honour by
direetinn to inform you that there is an area
;'.f 12,58~ acres held by the following par-
feam -

Here are given the names of 15 holders.
The letter eontinues—

The land was approved on varicus dates
from April, 1924, to January, 1927, and a
recent report as a result of your correspond-
ence shows that there is an undoubted defiei-
eney in the expenditure up to date; but some
£1,500 haa been spent on improvements, and
there is further cxtensive work in progress
which it is anticipated will be completed by
the end of the current year, and so will put the
question of improvements in order to the satias-
faction of the department. The hon, Minister
thanks vou for drawing attention to the mat-
ter, and will follow it up in duwe course.

T sincerely hope the Minister will follow it
up, becanse it is against the best interesta
of the State for men who have such huge
holdings as these to neglect to do a fair
thing by the distriet in which the land is
held.

Hon, E. H. Gray: You will become very
popular with some of the farmers op there.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, I have been
ralled all sorts of names over the action I
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C§ Lilidozm b LT g e
‘s tiken.. - But if mernhers of Parhamant.

oriniembers of loeal anthorities are afraid
tadbrtheir duty, there is 2 worse time
$kendeof us than even the pieture painted
by Mr. Miles. The next point in the Speech
is that of soldier settlement. Only yester-
day we saw in the “West Australian” a re-
Joort, upon soldier settlement by Mr. Justice
Cike. What has he to say, dealing with all
Qhe States? [t is that gentleman s strongly
beld, opinion that in the main the holdings
grniited by those in responsible positions,
by those in whom we had every right to ex-
ect, accurate knowledge, the holdings
grant.ed to the men whom we wished to see
re-established in civil life. have been too
amall,
W_H:;m J. Cornell: It does not apply to the
wheat areas in this State.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: 1 am going merely
on the report of Mr. Justice l’1ke, and ask-
ing why it is that in two aveas in the Cen.
tral Province whieh have been looked upon
as second to none, namely, the area arouna
Nuba- «« and that at Yandanooks, why it is
that so0 many returned soldiers—not one or
two men running round the country with
racehorses, but men industrions and highly
respected—have been praectically told to get
off their blocks, I have in mind one man
who was foreed to get off his block. The
trustees held a sale and called for tenders,
and it is now something like two months
since the whole of that man’s effects were
solit up. He is still waiting on the bloek,
wondering what is going to heenme of him.

Sitting wnspended from G.U5 te T30 pn,
ilon. E. H. I{. HALL: Before tea I wa=
referring to Mr. Justiee Pike’s report on
soldier settlement, and mentioning some in-
dtvidual cases that were known to me around
the Nabawa area and Yanduncoka. T am of
opinion that seme of the returned men are
entitled to nore consideration than they
have roceived. Tt is stated in Mr. Justice
Pike's report that 70 per cent, of the re-
torned nien have made good. 1 am only
stating 1 well-recognised fuet when I say
¢hat whilst we ure very pleased at the high
percentuge of those who have made good,
we are not so much coneerned about the men
who have succeeded ns about those who have
failed to succeed. I do not know whether
want of snceess has been due to the canses
set out hy the judge, whether want of area
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or Tavk ol ﬂpememe aveounted for the posl-
tiod.; .

. Hor. E. H. (Jrav You do not suggest
want of ares at Yandanooka

Hen. E. 1. H. HALL: Some 70 per cent.
of the original soldier settlers have made
rood, and the report pays u tribute to them.
Where sufticient area was granted, the
soldiers have been doing well and are mak-
ing & good living. That may not apply to
Yandanooka. Some men have failed through
causzes over which they had no control. In
the case of other individuals, the depart-
ments concerned should cause inquiries to bo
made to fird out whether the failures have
been dye to any laek of effort on the part of
the individual. If I were asked for an
opinion as to whether such and such indi-
viduals have in certain instances not heen
given proper consideration, I should say that
such wasg the case. T wish to say something
about the Land Board operating in Western
Australia. T have in mind a migrant to thi=
State who finally settled on a farm near
Mullewa. He took over the holding from
two ladies, one of whom died and the other
went to Epgland.  The transactions were
conducted in a perfectly legal manner by
well-know lawyers in Perth. Before the
rurviving lady went to England she visited
the Lands Department and made an affi
davit, which was published in the “Sunda-
Times" some months ago. In answer to cer-
tain questions, she stated she had heen
informed that the improvements that
I'ad heen done on two blocks were sufli-
cient to eover the third. Notwithstand-
ing that reply, and owing to the innocence
of the migrant settler, the third block which
he was in process of purchasing was for-
feited on application by another party. This
persont who applied for forfeiture was,
though not n Minister of the Crown, a vers
rlose relation of one.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do you snggest that
the person should he penalised heeanse of
that?

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: No. This hap-
pened to be the son of one of the Ministers.
He was already in possession of a well
developed farm on the other side of the line.
As T said, the third block was forfeited and
the Minister’s son became possessed of it.
He is a single man whereas the migrant iz
married. The latter was indueed to come
to the conntry to trv his luck, with. his wife
and family.



[7 Avaust, 1929.]

Hou. E. H, Gray: What area was he
holding?

‘Hén. E. H. H. HALL: The area had
been in possession of two ladies for many
years. Jf they were entitled to hold i, sc
also was the migrant with his family.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Many of these migranta

get land indigestion.

The PRESIDENT : I shall be glad if the
hon. member is allowed to proceed with his
speech.

Hon. E. 1. H. HALL: It does not give
me any pleasure to refer to this matter. I
knew the Minister concerned many years ago
on the goldfields, but I have my duty to do
irrespective of whether I please or displease.

Member: Who is the Minister?

Hon. K. 1. H HALL: The Minister for
2ountry Water Supplies. The Minister';
son and this migrant went before the Land
Board. 'To the astonishment of everyone
who knew about it, the board awarded the
location to the Minister's son.

Hon. E. H. Gray: One had 2,000 acres
and the other had none.

Hon, E, H. H. HALL: It is not to the
credit of the State that such things should
be done. Naturally the migrant complained
bitterly of the ireatment meted out to him.
There arc always {wo sides to a case. I
know only one, and doubtless the Chief See-
retary will be able to tell the House the
other side. I{f newcomers are to be shot at
by people from whom they have a right to
expect ronsideration, harm will be done to
the eredit of the State. | have now ven
tilated this matter, X have done so through
the Press in no underhand manner, and with
the sole idea of letfing people know that
such actions will not be allowed to pass un-
noticed.

Houn. E. H. Gray: This migrant had more
tand than he could develop before he applied
for the other block.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: The hon. member
eapnot know much about the subject. I
now come to the question of railway con-
struction, 1t does not concern me that mem.
bers may look upon this as & hardy annual.
I have a duty to perform to those who sent
me here. The railway construction policy
of the Government should be eombined with
the proposal to establish the 3,500 farms
scheme. I wonder why this and past Govern-
ments have failed to realise their responsi-
bility and duty to all the people of the State
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when they have continued to penalise the
holders of land along the Midland Railway
by pot purchasing that line. Dealing with
the posifion the “West Australian' said the
other day— ]

When the company was formed in 189, the
Government agreed to grant it 12,000 acrea for
every mile of line completed. Asa the length of
the line is 277 miles, the total grant was 3,324,
000 acres. Most of this has been sold, but the
company believes that developmeut i3 being
returded by the fact that no spur lines have
been built along the 277 miles of the route,
whereas there nre 11 gspurs and conneeting
lines along the 280 miles of the Great South-
ern railway hetween Spencer’s Brook and
Albany.

Here we have 277 miles o railway us against
280, and 11 spur lines compared with none.
The people of the Central Provinee, between
Geraldton and Perth, who have settled and
developed this land, have not been fairly
treated by the Governments of Western Auns-
tralia. Every Government is as much to blame
as the present one. Seeing that the poliey of
members of the present Government is not
altogether favourable to private enierprise.
it may bhe that they are a little more to
blame than their predecessors. One would
have thonght they would have tried to buy
this railway. One has only to travel along
the Great Southern to note the progress that
has been accomplished there sinee the pri-
vate line was taken over by the Government
many years ago. The settlers along the Mid-
land line have lahoured under great disabili-
ties in that no Government assistance is
meted out to them. That is in itself suff-
cient to Dring under notice the handicap
from which they are suffering. To think
that we have 277 miles of railway withcut
a single spur line with which to develop the
intervening country east and west is surely
enough incentive to the Government to wake
an effort to purchase the railway outright.
The Government have put up io the Federal
authorifies a scheme for the foundation of
3,500 farms. The area is apparently well
suited to the scheme. At the same time we
bhave not the information about that areas
that woe have about the country east and west
of the Midland railway, that could be so
muach more highly developed if spur lines
were vonstructed into itt T am not degirous
of im|-eding or delaying the opening up of
any part of the State, but I think eonditions
should, as far as possible, be made equal for
the people throughout all parts of the State,
and the opportunitics are not equal to the
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seftlers along the Midland Railway line. It
may truly be said that those men who took
up land there knew well that they would not
be eligible for Agricnltural Bank assistance.
But two wrongs do not make a right, and the
best interests of the State ecould be served
by the Government purchasing that line. If
the present Ministry remain in power after
the next elections—we cannot expect much
to be done during their remaining period of
office—I hope they will give the question of
the porchase of the line the consideration it
undoubtedly deserves. Again, before huge
sums of money are spent in opening up new
areas, I think those areas that have already
been opened up, and which have not railway
facilities, should be considered first. Men-
tion has been made of the railway to Karl-
garin and we have been told that the people
have been carting their wheat 40, 50 and 60
miles. How on earth they ¢an do so and
keep out of the bankruptey court amarzes
me. That brings to my mind that there are
places in the Central Provines, perhaps not
60 miles from a railway, but where settlers
have to cart a considerable distance. T re-
fer to the Dartmoor and Balla areas, whera
the Government have had surveyors classify-
ing the country, and where, I am credibly
informed, that in a few weeks' tine there
will be three more survey parties sent out to
cut up additional areas for selection. Surely
the Government do not intend to throw open
that land without definitely promising in-
tending settlers railway faecilities. It will
only be courting trouble, and certainly will
not be fair to those intending settlers unless
they can get a definite promise of railway
communication. Then, whilst we are thank-
ful that the Government felt justified in re-
purchasing the three estates-- Mendels,
Koeatea and Wongundi—even those proper-
ties are too far removed from railways—
those, too, should be given considera-
tion before the Government contemplate
spending hundreds ot thousands of pounds
in opening up pew areas. That ix an-
other reason why the yuestion of the pur-
rhase of the Midland line should receive
eonsideration. (ne hax only to look at the
map to have it brought home that a line
should be huili, and would have been buit
venrs ago, to connert Mullewa with Minge-
new gaud so shorten the distanee from Perth,
if the Midlang veilway had been aequiret
by the State. Bot is tee progress ot tha*
part of the State to he held up hecanse
it is connected with the capital hy a private
railway? That is the question the Govern-
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ment must ask themselves if they are ue-
sirous of doing their duty to the Central
I’rovince. Speaking of the Midland hwue
hrings to mind something that has been yv-
ing on far too long. It might surprise hon.
members f¢ know that for several years
all wool that goes to Fremantle from
the Mnrchison, wool that comes from
Yalgoo, Meekatharra, Cue and Magnet, goes
right past Mullewa and past the Wongsn
jline, and when it arrives at Geraldton il
is re-consigned, not uwntrucked, to Fremaa-
tle, so that it might <njoy the advantaz.:
of what the Midland people ¢all the port to
part rate. We were told by the Leader of
the House the other night, and we have it
in the Governor’s Speech also, that the
railways experienced a deficit. The pain-
graph in the Speech mentions that after the
payment of working expenses and interest
on capital, the loss on the operations of the
State railways for the year was £179,000.
Vet wa find that the Midland Railwav,
almost since the initiation of the port
te port rate, has turned the corner
and has commenced to pax dividends.
It may be that th: {ommissioper <
overridden by the Minister when it comes
to a question of policy. This may be =
question of poliey, but [ ean hardly unde:--.
stand that the Minister or the Governmwnt
would willingly consent, as a matter of
policy, to losing such freight as has heen
lost by continuing the foolish scheme to which
Mvr. Miles made reference earlier in the even-
ing. We bave heen told vontinunally that
motor traffic is suceessfullv competing wiin
our railways. Mr. Miles suggested that chwe
ltailway Department should reduce their
freights, and in that manner cut out motur
competition, and re-gstablish the railwavs in
their former place. That would he doing
the greatest good for the greatest number.
If the Midland Railway Company ean pav
workine expenses and show a profit by ear-
rying to Fremantle wool grown on the Mar-
vhison, why cannot the Commnissioner or the
Minister individually or collectively go int,
the uestion and stop the great loss of traf-
fie! T have no doubt that the Chief Sevre-
tary will have some reply to make to these
vemarks. Tt is nothing new: it has been
zoine on for years, but it is our duty
keep on pointing out these things in the
hope of =topping tke leeway that has been
experienced in the past 12 months by the
railways of the State.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Do vou want the
Government fn buy the Midland Railway
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which is obsolete, and for which they m.
asking three times its value?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The next matler
on which I wish to touch refers to hnr
bour boards. Mr. Wittenoom expresse.l
disappointinent because Albany’s request
for a harbour trust had been turned down
hy the (fovernment. I can well understand
Albany's disappointment. I daresay that
when the harbour at Geraldfon is an ac-
complished fact we shall make similar rep-
regentations to the Government. I fail to
understand why the Government will not
hand over to a local authority the conduect
of the affsirs of the outports of the State.
There ix a small matter that oceurs to ms
in eonnection with the upkeep of the Ger-
aldton jetty. 1t is known that the policy
of the Government is day labour; they are
not in faveur of piece work or contiract. T
venture to suggest to the Government that
if they could see their way clear to let out
by contract the maintepance of the Gerald-
ton jetty, instead of doing as they have hean
doing, having repairs effected by day labour,
they would show a considerable saving in
the year. We have heard that a good deal
depends upon the reduction of the eost of
production, and the other morning in the
“West Australian” I was pleased to see an
article of some length in which the remarks
of the Premier on this partieniar snbject
were reported. I was glad to find that Mr.
Collier realised the neecessity that existed
for this very important reform. Although
he is a Labour Premier, in voicing sueh an
opinion he is simply keeping in step with
others who ocenpy leading positions
throughout Australia.

Hon. H. Seddon: Has he not acquired o
farm?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Prominent men
have given this matter considerable thought,
and I would like the House to bear with me
whilst I read a short extract from the re-
marks of Sir George Fairbairn in address-
ing a meeting in Vietoria. These remarks
were published on the 28th June last—

Addressing the members of the Australian
Women's National Club to-day, Sir George
Fairbairn advocated the introduction of the
piece-work system inte sech industries as were
adapted to it.

To-day he said, with the exception of the
wool industry, no exporting industry in Aus-
tralia was paying, and even wool was ap-
proaching a price that would make its produe-
tion enprofitable. There was no fear of the
banks failing, owing te the lessnn learnnd 37
veats ago, but nevertheless a vrisis was enming,
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The present financial depression, according to
the partisans of Labour was due to the capiial-
istic system, but with the baby bonus, State
school education, wages boards, various insur-
ance projects and the old age pension, it seemed
to hin: that Australia was building for Social-
ism,

The most serious problem, Sir George Fair-
bairn continued, was the cost of production.
As un instance, sugar, an essential in cvery
home, as produced in Queensland cost £37 a
ton, and in the world s markets outside Augtra-
lia it wis s0l@ for £0 10s. a ton. If the finan-
¢inl situation in Australia was to be improved
an inquiry into the Tariff must be undertaken.
He was of the opimion that arbitration had
failed, for immediately people were in court
they were at war, whereas with a round table
conference many important situations could be
dealt with satisfactorily. Imefficicney in both
men and women was one of the dangers of the
hour, ‘The piece-work system would save the
situation, for it would react on wages and so
reduce the cost of living.

We find our Premier in accord with
Sir George Fairiairn and it was mea-
tioned also by another member last night
that we had an excellent opportunity here
of trying to bring about this desirable end.
Many years ago I was travelling from Mel-
bourne to Sydney and my eabin mate was
one of H. V. McKay’s men. In the course
of conversation I learnt that he was going
to the Argentine and that he had a couple
of harvesters and a conple of men with him,
It had been found necessary to send men
from Australia because McKay’s American
opponents had been playing the game low
down; they had been getting to the men
who were working the harvesters and in-
dueing them by means of gifts to say that
the machines conld not stand up to the
work., My friend added that McKay's were
not gaing t» take that kind of thing
quietly, That was 25 years ago. The Sun-
shine harvester is a machine of which we
in Australia might be justlv proud. When
these penple eame with their splendid man--
facturing organisations and their brains
to establish the industry here, how were
they greeted by the workers? When Mr.
Miles was referring to the Premier this af-
ternoon, Mr. Lovekin interjected asking him
to he fair. The only thing I could think
the hon. member mesnt was that the Pre-
mier recognised the necessity for reducing
the cost of production, but that he was un-
able to give effect to his wishes,

Hon. J. R. Brown: Then why criticise
him?

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Becausge there is
a right thing for him to do. T honestly bo-
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lieve that if the Premier, who il must be
admitted is 2 man of ability, were to go
to the people of Boulder and tell them that
no longer would he tolerate being dictated
to by outside irresponsioles

Hon. C. B, Williams: Talk sense.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am talking sense
as it sppeals to me, though it would no*
appeal to the hon. member. It the people
recognised the ability that Mr. Collier un-
doubtedly possesses they would send him
back to earry on the affairs of the State.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Yon think he has a
ring in his nose and ean be led about, but
he eannot.

1lon. E. H. H. HALL: My remarks might
also be applied to other members of the Cab-
inet, but while the tail is allowed to wag
the dog, we shall have the inconsistency of
our leaders expressing the wish that things
should be altered and yet allowing them to
continne as heretofore.

Hon. . B. Williams: I thought the Chief
Secretary was looking rather worried.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL:; The Premier ex-
pressed the hope that the cost of produc-
tion should he lowered, and he is backed up
by men who see the trend of events. 1 was
astounded to read the other morning the
remarks made by a gentleman recenily ap-
pointed to a rather important Government
position. He was brought from Melbourne.
Where he was before I do not know, but I
take it he is an Auvstralian. Ile has been
put in charge of adult education and he
gave voice to the theory that only fools and
horses worked. The gospel of work we
have been tanght to believe is good for
young people in a young country where
there is s0 mueh work to be done, but this
gentleman wonld have us believe it is all a
myth and that people should be given
plenty of leisure so that they may have a
good time. The Government should take up
the matter with that gentleman. Some
years ago I’rofessor Murdoch wrote an ar-
ticle in which he ridiculed old age, but I
cannot believe that he meant it to be taken
serionsly. He said the very fact of a per-
son petling old did not entitle him to any
respect. e asked why we should show
more respect for an old boot than for a
new hoot and why shorld we respect old
age? I do not think f(. s moment that the
worthy Professor was serious and I find it
hard to believe that the recently appointed
Government officer was serious when he put
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it forth to the young people that it was not
necessary to care much for work. We do
not wish to revert to the system under
which people worked for 12 or more hours
per duy. There are many people in the ag-
ricultural areas, as the House has been
told by other members, who work very long
hours even to-day, but to ridicule the idea
of work, as this gentleman did, was quite
wrong.

Han. J. Nicholson: Who was the gentle-
wan?

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: He was recently
nppointed to take charge of adult edncation
in this State.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
long he worked?

Hon. T. H. B. HALL: [ do not think he
did. I am wondering whether he intended
his remarks to be taken seriousty, I do not
wish to fall into the error commiited re-
cently by a returned traveller who ran foul
of the medical profession, hat according to
this morning’s paper Dr. Atkinson said,
**IWhen you have a cold, the best thing to
do is to go to bed and keep warm,”’ When
many of the farmers read what the doctor
has said, they will wish they were in the
vity where they could give effect to Dr
Atkinson’s advice. It1is a peculiar thing for
the doctor to broadeast throughout the State.
School children would perhaps he better at
home when they have a cold, bat if men and
women with wark to do are going to coddle
themselves up and go to hed every time they
get a cold, there will be a tremendous lot »f
work that ought to be done remaining un-
dune.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But he meant that
when people were badly affected, approach-
ing influenza or somethisy of that ~ort.

Hon. J. R. Brawn: The hon. member does
not read between the lines,

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: I should like t.
touch on the matter of unemployment to
which Mr. Miles referred. T am rather sorry
that Mr. (Gray i= not in his seat, but perhaps
my remarks will be passed on to him, The
other night, Mr. Gray was guoilty of libelling
the majority of formers in this State when
e mucle the verv sweeping assertion that tha
farmers had not played the game in thurt
they had given preference of employment to
foreigners. When the hon. member made
that remark, he was talking of something
ahout which he knows very little. T give the
instance of a man who had thrown up his
employment in the Midland Junetion work-

Did he indicate how
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shops and who told me on his farm on the
Mendel’s Estate that he was and always had
been an out-and-out supporter of the Labour
Party, but he had unsuccessfuily tried to get
Adstralians and Britishers to clear hiz land
and had to fall back on foreigmers. There
may be farmers who would rather employ a
cheap foreigner than pay a decent wage to
an Australian or a Britisher. | do not deny
that black sheep may be found in every
flock, but for the hon. member to meke a
sweeping assertion, as he did the other night,
is not consistent with his usual fairness, and
I think in his calmer moments he will with-
draw the aceusation., Representing many
farmers as I do, I considered it was my place
to deny the hon. member’s assertion. The
Speech tells us that we will be asked to give
consideration to a measure dealing with the
cstablishment of a rural bank, I understand
a similar reference was made in the previous
Speech. Doubt was expressed by one speaker
as to what was meant by a rural bank. T
am not going to occupy the time of the
House by telling members what il is, for the
simple reason that T do not know much about
it. 1f the Governinent can see their way cleay
to extend the scope of the Agricultural Bank
and make it a bank of issue, they will have
done something that will be for the benefit
of the agriculturists. Men who have started
practically off scratch or with very little
capital and have got into difficulties have
been taken in hand by the LA.B. and the
Agricultural Bank. Those instifutions have
stood by such men until they have reached
a fairly good position. Then what has hap-
pened? Finding themselves tied up with re-
strictions and wanting to extend their opera-
tions, they have interviewed the Associated
Banks and been taken over by them., The
State has nursed those men through years
-of diffieulty until they reached a position
when they could offer fair security, and then
the State’s clients have been taken over hy
the Associated Banks. Some members may
ask what is wrong with that, After the State
has taken all the risk and the men have
reached a stage when they have had deceni
seeurity to offer, it is a pity thal the State
should lose them as clients. If the estab-
lishment of a rural bank means thal the State
will be able 10 retain such elients, il will have
my heart) support. 1 notfice thai the peo-
ple in charge of the Perth Hospital have fol-
lowed the example set them hy the residents
of “the goldfields and varions agncnl'tnral
towns by doing something t6 Help themselves
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in that they bave initiated a system of
weekly contributions. The contribution, [
understand, is only G6d. a week, whereas on
the fields years ago I paid 1s. and married
men paid 1s, 6d. & week, Let us be thank-
ful for small mercies; the Perth Hospital
authorities have at last started on the right
lines. Evidently Samue! Suales’ “Self
Help” has been preached to them with very
good result. Now that the peopie are con-
tributing towards the upkeep of that institu-
tion.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Some of the people.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: ¥Yes, but I feel
sure that with a little effort most people
could be induced to contribute. As some
people are contributing, will the Govern-
ment follow the example set by the
people in the outbael: portions of the
State by giving confributors a voice in the
election of the hospital committee? That
is what used to appeal to the people in the
goldfields and agriculturs]l centres. livery
subseriber had a vote for the election of
the committee.

Hon C. B Williams: To which goldfields
arrr you referring?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: | was at Laver
ton and Wiluna where I subseribed to the
hospital fund, and subscribers had a voice
in the election of the commttee.

Hon. C. B, Williams: They are very
small places.
Hon, E. H. H. HALL: The committee

were responsible for the conduct of the in-
stitution ; they engaged and dismissed everv-
one from the doctor to the orderly. We
received assistance from the Government.
and if T an not mistaken, it was & pound
for-pound subsidy. I understand that the
Government now find it difficult to continue
the pound-for-pound subsidy to hospitals.
If that is so, I am sorry to hear it. Dwr-
ing last session 1 rmised the question of
legislative authority for the Morawa Road
Board to tax themselves for the upkeep of
their hospital. Evidently it has been as-
certained that legislative authority is not
required, as vesterday I had the privilege
of introducing the chairman of the Morawa
hospital te the Minister for Health and of
receiving the Minister’s assurance that road
hoards are enfitled to strike a rate for np-
keep of their own hospitals. Accordingly
a hospital is te be built at Morawa. TIf the
Road Distriets Act does permit that to bhe
done, there is a fine opportunity for road
hoards throughout the State fo follow the
¢xample set by the newest road board in
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the State, namely Morawa. Legislation deal-
ing with a rural bank, health, main roads,
and redistribution of Counedl seats [ shall
not touch on; and the Mines Regulation Bil!
I shall leave to Mr. Williams. Next I eom~
to a wafter we ure all greatly concerned
about, the Industrial Arbitration Aect. Al
«orts of people ocrupying all sorts of posi-
tions speak as with oue voice concernny
the Arbitvation Court. It will be remem-
hered that we had a visit from the gentle-
nien known as the “Big Four,” men of grea
rxperience, who vame here from Great Bri-
tain to investizate, and who reported, in n
fow words, that Australia’s troubles were
dwne to the Arbitration Court, the tariff and
lahour costs.

Hon, E. H. Gray: What are the troubles
in England dve to?

Hon. . H. H. HALL: An arficle I hove
here shows that the Country Partv of Vic-
toria have reached the same conelusion. 1
will quote from the article—

Mr, L J. Weaver, in moving that in the opin-
ion of the conference the Arbitration Court
sheuld be abolished, deelared thit the Court and
the tariff were the eauses of mosat of the serious
veonomie problems of Australia.  Mr. 014,
M.L.A., agreed that the Court had failed dis-
mally to promote peace in industry. Tt was
not, and never had been, able to enforee its

awards, and it was time the old wages hoard
system was reverted to.

P
There is some foree in the contention that
ane should not indulge in destructive criti
cism without offering something of a con-
structive nature. Tt is comparatively ver
easy to pull dewn, hut it is not ensy to build
something in the place of what has bees
pulled down. Here we have a Victoriun
memher of Parlinment, belcnging to the
Country Party, declarine that the Arbitra-
tion Court is a failore, that the court never
has heen able to enforee its awards. and
that therefore it is time wages hoards wers
reverted to. That coincides with onr ex-
perience in this State. When reading the
opininnz of men elsewhere, we should ask
our:elves, “How does that fit in with onr
experience?  Here in Western Austra-
lia we know that if an award is given
against the emplover, he is forced to oher
it. But what ahont the union? The unian
in such a case say, “We are not going to
obey the court” What happens then? We
may say that we are going to put the mem..
bhers of the union in prison. What hap-
pened in eonnection with the newspaper
strike?
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Hon, K. 1. Gray: How long ago was
that

Hon. E, HA H. HALL: Never mind.
What happened when the farmers’ wheat
was held op at the ports of the State owing
to a diflienlty between two unions? What
aetion was taken then? Noune at all. I
is up to us to look arpund and observe,
though not in any spirit of antagonism. If
sonething is noft giving sntisfaction, we
should seek a better substitute. It is sog-
gested by some people that wages board-
should be substituted for the Arbitration
Court. For the life of me T cannot see why
we have the eourt as at present constituted.

Hon. I, H, Harris: Do vou vefer to the
State or the Federal court?

Hon. E. H, H. HALL; To the State court.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That speaker was re-
ferring to the Federal Court.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Not so. I have
here also an address by Sir George Julins,
chairman of the Councii for Scientific and
Industrial Research of Australia. He is not
& party politician, and not a candidate for
political honours, but 2 man who has made
a study of this question. In the course of
an address he asks—

Huve we in the past legislated wisely for the
eountry producer! Have we not hampered him
unnecessarity ! Have we made his tenure of
land secure, have we cncouruged him to im-
prove his property, his stock, or his produce?
We have eertuinly cut up many cstates and at-
tempted eloser scttlement, but in & great many
cases we have done so without first satisfyingr
ourgelves fully with vespeet to the sufficieney
of the reduced arveas to earn enough under pre-
gent conditions to stpport the workers on those
areas. We have frequently handicapped the
occupant after he las, in many cases, paid too
high a price for his land hr inecreasing his
labour cnats, the cost of his machinery and
supplies, nnd his cost of living, so that in the
end he finds himself unable to procure a rea-
aonable return for his capital ountlay and lab-
our, Frequontly he eannnt even make o living,
as he has lost his market as a result of the
high eest of produetion,

There is an authority in absolute agreement
with the Premier of our State as to the high
cost of produection.

I think that it may be said that in our legis-
‘atinn we have, in onr efforts, however well
meant they may have heen, done evervthing
possible to help the eity worker, and done rela-
tivelv littl: to help and eneonrace the worker
on the Iand.

That is the considered opinion of a gentle-
man ooccupying the position of chairmen of
the Council for Beientific and Industrial Re-
search of Australia.
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Hon. H. Stewart: He used to be in our
Railway Department.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. The report
eontinues—

Countyy industries must Lbe made more profit-
able. Upon them depended the whole of the
export trade of the Commonwealth. The crea-
tion of a prospercus c¢ountry population was
the only means by which a satisfactory market
for the products of ecity indusiries could be
maintained. Tn Australia the eost of living had
increased as fast, or nearly as fuast, as wages,
and the real wages of workers were little bet-
ter than they were 20 years ago.

We have heard the same thing from M.
Miles to-night; but Mr. Miles, of course, is
a politician, and what a politician says is
discounted by those opposed to him. Here,
however, we have the independent testimony
of a man who has made a study of the sab-
Jeet.

By an increase in the prosperity of the coun-
try indunstries, upon which the export trade
depended, the market for city industries would
automatically bhe inereascd, and it would be
possible for them, or at least for gome of them,
also to thrive. But thriving city industries
could not be built up unless prosperous coun-
try industries were ensured. No tariff or other
artificinl measure could in the end alter
that fundamental fact. He by no means wished
to urge the abandonment of 2 poliey of
protection in favour of free trade, He did
not for n moment eonsider that a free trade
poliey, at least for a long time to come, ir
ever, would permit the development of second-
ary indnstries in Australia as they must be Qe-
veloped; but he did urge that the tariff poliey
should be most earcfully revised. While it was
designed to support worth-while eity industries
it should not be allowed to impose undue hard-
ship and restriction wpon the great country
industries, which were the very life blood of
the Commonweslth.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We all agree with that.

Hoen. H. Stewart: Why not aet on it

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, why not act
on it What makes hig wages possible? In
that excellent account which you, Mr, Presi-
dent, have written of the early days of this
counfry it is bronght home to us with par-
ticolar forcee. What happened at that time?
Sueh little produce as the people conld grow
they had, but it was not much good to them,
since there was nobody to buy it. We must
keep down our costs of production so that
we may be able to compete. If we had the
big population that the TUnited States
possess, we would have a big home market to
supply. But until our home market is worth
while, we must compete In the open markets
of the world, where all artificial aids are
cut out,
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Hon. H. A. Stephenson: How do you sug-
gest better conditions should be brought
about?

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: We are all friends
in this Chamber. I say that to correct any
wrong impression. Surely I am entitled to
refer to the Leader of the House as my
friend,

The Chief Secretary: Hear, hear!l

Hon. E. H,. H. HALL: I have said in this
Chamber and out in the country that the
hon, gentleman is my friend. T have known
him sinee boyhood, and no one will ever get
me to deny that our leader is actuated by the
very highest of motives, just as much as any
other member. It would never do for all of
us to think alike. Still, let us give the other
fellow credit for good intentions in exactly
the way as we expect him to give us such
credit. Mr. Stephenson asks what I suggest
should be done to bring about better condi-
tions. The hon. member knows far better
than I can tell him what is the answer. It
is, payment by results. My duty is fo voice
my opinions on these matters in order that
the people whom I represent may know just
where I stand and may be made aware that
their view point is presented to the Cham-
ber. Last night Mr. Wittenoom made refer-
ence to a harbour trust for Albany, com-
plaining that the Government refused to
grant a trust. I support the hon. member
in his complaint. The residents of the dis-
trict have set an excellent example to the
people of the whole State. They have a
secondary industry in the Albany Woollen
Mills. I know that the Leader of the House
wears a suit made of Albany material—I
hope he will pardon me for mentioning the
circumstance. May I also be pardoned for
saying that I attended the opening of Parlia-
ment in a suit made of Albany material.

Hon. H. Stewart: Some of us have heen
wearing that material for the last six years,
and we told you so last session,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The hon. member
shonld tell it to the House.

Hon. H. Stewart: We did fell the House
last session, and you have forgotten it
already.

Horn. E. H. H. HALL: I am taking the
matter up from the other end. The other
day I met a friend and said to him, “That
is & very mice snit of yours; I hope it is made
of Albany woollens.” He replied, “I am
very sorry to say it is not” I then said,
“The suit I am wearing is.” We must follow
the example set by the Governor of
the State and purchase more of our
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own manufactures, We should pur-
chase the products of our own Siate, of
our own Commonwealth and of our owp
Empire. 1 do not waunt to labour that point
beyond stating that we nust cuitivate that
patriotic spirit to a greater extent, It is a
long way from Albany to Wyndham, but [
was wondering why it is that we do mot us.
movre of the products of the Wyndbham Meat
Works. 1 have previously pointed out that
owing tu the action of the Industries Assist-
ance Board in vears wone by in refraining
from advaucing money for sheep farming
and confining their advances to wheat grow-
ing, the farmers in the Central Province
lived on tinned wmeaf, notwithstanding the
herbage there was available tor stoek. In
the early days the miners and others lived
on tinned mesat that was produced in New
South Wales. Why cannot we get more of
the produce of the Wyndhamn Meat Works
in the southern parts? Why caunot we have
tins of the Wyndham meat extract?

Hon. H. Stewart: The Navigation Act
makes it cheaper to send the products of
the Wyudham Meat Works all the way lo
England.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I believe that is
50.  Yesterday s report was laid on the
Table of the Honse that should be perused
by every hon. member as a duty. The report
is that of the Awuditov-Geuneral on the ae-
counts of the Wyndham Meat Works. Mr.
Toppin's report i~ as follows: —

The uccounts of the Wyndhamm Freezing,
Canning and Meat Export Works have been
examined under my direction for the year ended
dlst December, 1928, and I now enclose the
balimee sheet and profit und loss aeeount, whieh
are correct, in acvordance with the books and
documents producrd, when read in conjunction
with this report. The amount of €317,943 8s.
4d. was (lue to the Treusury on account of in-
terest ot Jlst December, 1928, as shown in
the holaaee sheet, This represents interest from
Ist July, 1921, less an amount of £46,471 19s.
Q1. dcbited to the bonking account in this and
previous years. This was the profit on work-
ing in 1923, 1924, 1926, and 1927 years. Capital
expensiiture during the year amounting to £8,045
10s. 11d. has not yet heen recouped to the
banking account from a Parliamentary appro-
priation. Of the amount of £88269 0s. 8d.,
shown in the balance rheet as the value of pro-
ducts and materials, £66,013 193, represents
materiala and €22,255 13, 8. produets nnseld.
Btock was not taken of the materials on hand,
which have been included in the accounts at
atoek bhook figures. 'The stock book was not
balanced with n controlling flnaneial account.
The stoek §a valued at Wyndham landed cost,
exerpt eertnin material parchased some vears
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ugu which Las Leen induded at u ligure beluw
vOst te cover 'reduction w values and deprecia-
tion of the muterial, ‘Lhe vulue of Diesel spares
winich was redueed last yeur has been further re-
auced tlus year by £2,677 1ls. ld, repredent-
ing 4V per cent, of the Look value. The amount
is weluded in the profit anu loss aceount under
the heading ot materials. The chief engineer
stute L that muty of these spares hnd been used
and not replaeed, und that the market value
had dropped siuce the sparcs were purchased,
In the absence of records 1 cannot say how
wueh should be debited to profit and loss
on account of the sparvs used or depreciation
in value. With the exveption of the cost of
the fire sprinklers, which iz included at the
actunl expenditure, the capitul expenditure for
the year represents materials only. Wagus paid
to mecatworks employees while cngaged on cap-
ital works, amounting to £1,402 1¥as. 24,, has
been vharged to the profit and loss aveount, The
difference (£998 Us, 24.) between the value of
cattle on band at the commencement and end of
the season, after allowing for the purchases
and sales, was debited to the profit and loss
uccount under the heading general expenses.
Last year there was a credit balauce of £544
1hs. 84, The Qifference in the result is due to
& considerable reduction in the value placed on
the stud and herd bulls. In the gbsence of more
definite partieulars, T am ynable to say whether
the whole of the reduetion is justified. This
year the profit and loss account includes receipts
and eapenditure in connection with the eanteen,
which wus run this year by the meatworks man-
agement instead of being on 2 co-operative
hasis, as previously, but no accolnts were pro-
duced to ennble the auditor to check the fin-
ancinl result of the operations of the canteen.
Further expenditure was incurred during the
Fyear on experimental agricultural work., Thia
expenditure, which included £1068 2s. 14, for
il tank and engine pump, has been charged to
the profit and loss geeount included in the or-
dinary expenditure of the works. Apart from
the amount of £3,441 133, writton off in 1026
as depreciation of moveable plant, ete,, nothing
hos heen charged to profit and loss gince the
ineeption for the deprecietion of buildings,
plant and machinery.

Hon. H. Stewart : If others were no worse
than that, they would not be too bad.

Hon, E. 0. H. HALL: T am not & eer-
tifiented aceountant but I do mot think any
such report would be accepted by a board
of directors without -omething being said
ahout it. Dealing with the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet, T wounld like to quote from
the ““West Australian” which referred {o the
effects of eompensation paid in an artiel~
published recently. 1In the course of the
artiele the following appeared:—

Where the loss of earning power iu the result
of an accident sustained while the man is at
work, pobliec opinion has now neccepted it that
the loss ariging from such an aceident should not
he borne by the worker himself. Tn earlier times
tha worker conld only claim compensation from
hix employer if the accident proved to be the
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-Tesult of the employer’s nugligence. Sinee then,
legag.ntion has been developed to the extent thut
Low i worker may receive compensation unless
the cw-loyer is able to prove that the employee
delicerately and wilfully injured himself . . ..
Arcovrez that this ie the idea, it is quite ob-
vious that o hard and fast schedule cannot
achieve this end. The loss of a forefinger to
a skilled musician would be much greater than
the loss of a forefinger to an unskilled labourer,
One effect of sueh a schedule might be that an
unzcrupulous worker wouid be indueed to in-
jure himself in order to receive the compensa-
tion provided by the Act, That this is by no
maans an exaggeration is shown by the large
numher of accidents affecting losses of fingers
and tocs whieh have oceurred since the Aet be-
came law in 1925,

If that is the position and there is no dis-
tinction made between the loss of a finger by
a man who is a musician and the loss of a
finger by a Iabourer, to whom the loss of
a joint would mnot interfere seriously
with his earning capacity, I do not think
it fair that the compensation should be the
same in both instances. There is another
glaring disevepancy between the old Act and
the new Aet. In the old Act provision was
made for £1 for hospital expenses, but the
Government raised that to £100 under the
amended Act. It is time that question re-
ceived some stiention by Parlimment.

Hon. E. H. Gray: As a country member
you should be careful when making such
statements.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: There is no need
for the hon. member to lose any sleep over
my actions. The next matter T will refer to
is the appointment of justices of the peace
T was requested hy the people in one centre
to have a certain gentleman appointed. I
asked some hon. members which department
was concerned with such matters and was
told it was within the provinece of the
Premier’s Department. 1 referred the mat
ter to the Premier’s Departwent and later
was advised that it was not considered that
n justice of the peace was neeessary for that
lucality and attention would be given to the
appointment of a eommissioner to take de-
clarations. After many months’ delay I was
told that the Premier was away and that the
«question had heen referred to the Minister
for Justice. I got into touch with the Under
Secretary of the Crown Law Department
only to be informed that his Minister was
away and that the matter would be put be.
fore him when he refurned. You will see
that altogether 1co much delay oecurred in
this particular instance. While I do not
wish fo east any aspersions on cither the
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Premier or the Minister for Justive, it does
not seem to me vizght that the appointmen:
of jurtices should be made a politieal matter.

Hon, J. R. Brown: It is not.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: There shonld b

ome other means of effecting those appoint-
ments.

Hon. J. R. Brown: All this about stupii
justices of the peace!

The PRESIDENT: Ovder! The hen.
member is interjecling in such 2 way that it
is impossible to hear the speaker who is ad-
dressing the Chamber.

Hon, J. R. Brown: He has had a good
innings.

The PRESIDENT: Order! .

Hon. E. H. H. MALL: These appoint-
ments should be removed from the politicai
sphere and should not be made as a political
favour. I am reminded that some time ago
owing te the numnber of justices of the peacs
that had left the distriet, the Geraldton
Municipal Counncil eommunigated with the
Government and suggested the appointmen‘
of two or three men to take the places of
those that had left. A couple of appoint-
ments were made but we were never advised
as to why the recommendation of the loeai
authorities was not carried out. Surely mesn
elected by the people to represent them on
a municipal eouneil, a road board or in
Parliament should have sufficient regard
to the duties and responsibilities attached
to their positions to see that proper
recommendations were sent forward for
appointments to such positions. It may
be nasked what sy:stem I would snggest
in ‘place of the prezent one. We
have bhoards and committees for other
purposes, and why should we not have ;
committee consisting of, say, the Chief Jus-
tice, with perhaps the Under Seervetnrv for
Law, to appoint justices of the peace?

Hon. E. H, Giay: You would not ask
the Chief Justice fo sit on such a commit-
tee?

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Well, I would be
satisfied with any committee that conld be
absolutely impartial in the making of the
appointments. I de not think it right that
a justice of the peace should be appointed
by a politician. I eannot resume my seat
without bringing up the claims of farmers
from practically all over the Centra! Pro-
vinee to he protected against the emnus. This
matter was referred to in the “West Austra-
lian” some months ago as one affecting ths
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farmers around Northampton. In a letter
to the paper [ pointed out that the pesi is
very active far down the Midland and
Wongan lines and as far up as .A\jana. Those
hirds are creating a great deal of trouble.
The Chief Necretary met us in Northampton
some months ago, and has replied to the re-
¢uest then put before him. But the reply i-
not regarded as bheing at all satisfactory. In
another plaee an answer to a yuestion
showed tbat there is in the central vermin
fund a credit balanee of £38,3090. That being
50, the Government would be well advised in
the interests of all those men away ouni on
ihe edge of settlement to take active steps
to combat the pest. It is those men outback
who have to hear the onslanght of the birds,
whereas the farmers in the inner distriets
are not so greatly troubled. The enus cause
a great deal of damage to the properfy of
men away out from railways and water
supplies, and all other faeilities enjoyed by
those nearer to the centre. I should like
to see the Government take the maiter into
consideration and grant a bonus to assist in
the destruction of the vermin.  Another
thing: When the Government are conlin-
nally complaining that they have not money
tor this and that it seems a pity that aven-
ues for obtaining 1evenne =hould not be
eagerly availed of. Within the last few
weeks a number of raids have heen made cu
betting shops in Perth. It is clear that, not.
withstanding jokes made at the expense of
those who are not concerned, we must in-
culeate a proper regard for law and order.
If a thing is wrong in D’erth it is wrong
ulso in Kalgoorlie. Why then are these
raids by the police made only in Perth?

Hon. J. R. Brown: Why quote Kalzoor-
lie? Why not quote Geraldton?

Hon. E. T H, LEALL: I will quote which-
ever town [ like.  That thiz sert of thing
obtains in all parts of the State i no recret,
Why then should attempts be made to s'op
it in the city. and no action taken throngh-
out tlie country towns? It seems to me it is
hypocrisy of the worst kind. I do not thi:i
this ijuestion is being tackled as it should
be. Again, why should betting be pertectly
legal on a racecourse and illegal in the
streets or in the shops?

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is not legal on a
raceconrse.

Hon. F. H. H. HALL: At all events it is
permitted on racecourses with general con-
sent, and is there carried out without let or
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hindranee by the pulice. Why then zhould
it pot be allowed in the town, instead of
having this surreptitiou~ betting, these men
walking about the streets and taking bebs?
Curiously, T understand that they pay if
you win.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Have you never heard
of the sealer?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: On the racecourse,
yes, but not in the town. But why the prac-
tice is permitted 1 cunnot understand. We
are losing revenue both ways. I cannot be-
lieve that these men, who must make a lot
of money by conducting hetting-shops, show
the profits in their taxation returns. I sug-
gest it would be just as well to give those
men licenses and then, if people want to ber,
let them. Tattersally and the Golden Casket
still go on. Here then is an opportunity to
get some revenue to help the State.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Why not bring down
a private Bill to license those men?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If the hon. mem
ber will assist me, I will accept his sug-
gestion, Another phase of the racing ques-
tion reguires atiention, namely, the proprie-
tary racing clubs, In the W, A.T.C. we have
a body conducting racing without any
thought of profit or gain, but if my informa-
tion is correet a well-known racing man from
Aelbourne owns or did own two proprietary
courses in this State, and has made a larga
mmount of money out of theni, Are we guing
fo stand by and see private men making
Liuge sums ol money out of rueing while the
State Treasurer ecmplains thuat he cannot
tind tunds tor hospitals and other charitable
institutions ?

Hou. E. H. Gray: Why not have a Gov-
ernmnent racing elub?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I recommend thesa
matters to the consideration of the Govern-
ment hecause the sooney we do away with
Lhis bypocritical attitude the better. I can-
not resume my seat withont mentioning the
tourist possibilities awaiting development in
this State. We bave that which tuny other
countries Lave wot.  {i ibe smnmer time we
may have too much of it, too wuch glorions
sunshine, but {or wany wonths of the year
we have a climate absolutely unbeataile.
There a-e in this State great possibilities
for tourist altractions. it only the thing be
taken up in the proper spirit. 1 am sorey
the Government have not ween their way
clear to have a representative at the con-
ferenee asbout to take plaee in the Eastern
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States, 1 think the Governmwent would be
well advised to risk the expenditure of some
money in opening up and deveioping the
possibilities for tourist attractions in this
State. 1 will support the motion,

On motion by Hon. W. J. Maun, debaie
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.55 p.m.

Qegislative Rssembly,

Wednesduy, 7th August, 1929.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAVENSTHORPE
SMELTER CASE.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Minister for Jus-
tice: What is the total cost to the State to
date for legal expenses in connection with
the Ravensthorpe smelter case?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
£5,921 3s. 3d.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOD
REGROWTH.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Premier: 1,
What was the amount credited to the
special account of the Treasury for the
regrowth of sandalwood for the year ended
the 30th June, 1929% 2, What amonnt was
expended from this account?

The PREMIER replied:
£2,826.

1, £5,000. 2,

17y

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.
Debute resumed from the previous day.

MR. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [4.36]: I
have listened very attentively to the
speeches delivered by several members duor-
ing the debate on the Address-in-reply, and
while listening to them I had to admit to
myself that it was somewhat difficult to
maintain a really steady attitnde so tha’
one might dissect what was right from what
was wrong. We were told on the one hand
that everything in the garden was lovely,
and we diseovered from the Governor’s
Speech that the finances of the State were
in a very satisfactory condition. We know
that the last financial year ended with a
deficit of £273,000, and to the ordinary lay-
nman that does not appear to be satisfactory
at all. If, for instance, any large unex-
pected expenditure had occurred during the
finaneial vear probably the deficii could
have been easily explained. If, on the other
hand, the revenue had fallen off to a con-
siderable extent under any particular head-
ing, we would naturally be able to conclude
that that had been responsible for the de-
ficit. One reason given by the Premier for
ending the year £273,000 to the bad was
that the water front disturbance had ecaused
a loss of £100,000 or thereabouis to the
finances, but almost in the same breath he
told us that during the year there had been
no industrial trouble of moment to the
State. I do not know how the Premier can
reconcile those two statements, but they
were made by him and we have to consider
whiel is correct.

Mr. Sampson:
try. .

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the State made
a loss of £100,000, it is only ressonable to
suppose that companies and men of capital
running businesses would naturally lose to a
much greater extent than the Government.
Therefore in that respect we must conclnde
that the finances of the State are not satis-
factory. We know well that the railways
showed a very heavy deficit for the finan-
cial year, The reason given by the Premier
for the loss was a shortace in the wheat
vield, but the Minister for Railways stated
by way of interjection when the menaber
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) was speaking
the other night that on every hag of wheat
carried over the Western Australian rail-

He does not intend to



